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College loses beloved faculty member
by Nicole McIntyre

’02

News Editor

On Feb. 25, 2002, Professor
Robert J. Auclair died from
complications after a six-year
battle with cancer. The 35-year
member of the Providence
College community and
Assistant
Professor
of
Management was described as
genuine, enthusiastic, and
always positive by those who
knew him well.
Cancer never kept Auclair
from doing what he loved —
teaching. “The courage he
showed when he was diagnosed
with cancer was amazing,” said
Dean Joseph Gemma, Assistant
Dean of Undergraduate Studies.
From that point [six years ago]
to this semester, he only missed
a handful of classes. He was
taking chemo and radiation at
the same time, and he only
missed one class that semester.”
“If that’s not a profile in
courage, then I don’t know what
is.”
After beginning his career at
PC 35 years ago, Auclair
quickly developed a rapport
with his students. In fact, when

he was up for tenure, students
flooded the President’s Office
with petitions requesting that he
be kept on staff. Eventually, the
College President approached
Auclair’s wife Joyce and said
jokingly, “I’m tired of hearing
about how great your husband
is. We’re going to give him
tenure.”
Auclair continued to throw
himself into helping his
students. “A lot of people get
into teaching for a love of the
subject. Bob had a love for the
students. That’s a profound
distinction to be a good
teacher,” said Paul Maloney,
CPA and Assistant Professor of
Finance. “He always had
students at the top of his
priorities,” added Joseph
Prisco, Special Lecturer in
Management. “For all the years
that Bob served PC, he’s been
a most dedicated educator.”
Current students attest to
this positive attitude, as well.
“He was a great guy,” said
Lauren Tupper ’02.
“I
remember every day — even
though it was at 8:30 a.m. —
he had the biggest smile on his
face. He always tried to get
everyone involved in the class.”

Liz Brutti ’02 agreed. “Even
when he was so tired from his
treatment, he would give it his
all. He’d be full of energy,” she
stated. “I had him for Small
Business Management, and he
made the idea of starting your
own business like something we
could actually do. Before him,
I thought of it as impossible.”
In addition to his students,
Auclair earned the respect of his
colleagues. According to
Professor Auclair’s son Rob,
although his father did not want
to run for Department Chair, the
rest of the faculty wanted him
to run so badly that they got
together and nominated him on
their own. “He won the vote,”
Rob said with a smile.
“He played a major role in
the growth of the Business
Department at PC. He was
extremely dedicated to his
profession, and he was
genuinely committed to his
students’ learning experience,”
stated Dr. Francine Newth,
Chair of the Management
Department. In the past, he had
participated in the Committee
for Restructure of the
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Robert Auclair was a popular management professor who
focused on the needs of his students both in and out of the
classroom.

A lot ofpeople get into teaching for a
love of the subject. Bob had a love for
the students. That’s a profound
distinction to be a good teacher.
- Paul Maloney
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Banquet celebrates black heritage

Etiquette dinner
teaches PC the
P’s and Q’s
by

Molly Hanlon ’03

News Staff

PETE TAVIS '05/The Cowl

A new postage stamp honoring Black History was unveiled.
of Multicultural Affairs, was group “Special Guest” and
by Jamie Gisonde ’02
“We, Too, Have Defended the reflections on some historical
News Staff
Flag,” which was an effort to events by Major Ellis F.
On Saturday, Feb. 23, the recognize African-American Hopkins III, Assistant Professor
Balfour Center for Multicultural veterans and celebrate their of Military Science, and
Richard McCoart Deasy,
Affairs sponsored its annual historical patriotism.
Some of the highlights from Associate Professor of History.
Black History Celebration. This
year’s theme, the brainchild of the banquet were musical
Dinner, page 2
Dr. Wilesse Comissiong, Dean selections from PC’s a cappella

College administration clarifies its
stance on the Vagina Monologues.

Commentary, page 9

Oscar Wilde may have been
exaggerating slightly when he
said, “Life was my oyster, then
I used the wrong fork.” He did
however realize a thing or two
about the importance of using
proper dining etiquette in order
to make a good impression.
With spring just around the
comer, seniors are beginning to
prepare for their “real world”
interviews. Possessing the
knowledge of certain elements
of dining etiquette can be a key
part of a successful luncheon
interview.
The S.A.I.L. office,
recognizing the demand for
etiquette instruction, hosted two
back-to-back full course dinners
on Tuesday Feb. 26. Organized
by Sharon Hay, Director of
S.A.I.L., the College welcomed
the services of Tonia Matthews,
a professional instructor on

etiquette from Rhode Island’s
Etiquette Advantage. For the
small fee of five dollars,
Providence College students
were able to take advantage of
the enormous dinner served
inside
the comfortable
atmosphere of the President’s
Dining Room, located in lower
Slavin.
Instructor Tonia Matthews
focused on the specifics of
dining etiquette and the
importance of creating a
comfortable and confident
atmosphere
with
your
interviewer, “the lunch
interview is not just about
eating, it’s about listening and
making the other person feel
comfortable. So when offered
that second piece of cake, think
twice before taking!” Ms.
Matthews lightened the mood
by challenging her guests to a
game of “etiquette trivia” and
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PC Black Expo
showcases talent

Sights and sounds of AfricanAmerican culture filled ’64 Hall on
Friday, Feb. 22, as the fourth annual
Black Expo took center stage. The
mission of the Expo, according to Ndaya
Irene Kasanda ’02, President of the
African-American Society, “is to show
how diverse the black community is. It’s
also about showcasing black talent and
businesses.” While in the past, the event
has featured a speaker, Kasanda, with the
help of Jillian Rose ’04, Tylea Richard
’04, and Morgan Darby ’04, planned
something different for this year and
focused on arts and entertainment. As
audience members munched on soul
food provided by Kings and Queens
Restaurant, steppers from the Nigerian
American Youth Organization showed
off their latest routine and singers Tadiya
Nestor and Todaisha Akeyeak performed
the Black Anthem and gospel music
respectively. The highlight of the
evening, according to Kasanda, was
comedian Michael Blackson of BET.
“That was the part of the evening that
most people seemed to enjoy,” she
stated. “We had started planning this
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Etiquette dinner
-Continued from page 1rewarding the correct answers with
prizes.
The dinner’s focus shifted to different
elements of the luncheon interview. “The
things that were most useful were not
necessarily about the food, but rather
about how to interact on an interview
with such things as handing the bill,
conversation topics, and how to exit the
luncheon,” comments dinning etiquette
guest, Courtney Lyons ’03. However,
knowing that it is appropriate to keep
your knife blade pointed inwards when
resting on the plate is, in fact, as Ms.
Matthews noted, “a necessary
expectation of social dining.”
Cait McMahon ’04 believes the
etiquette instruction was “helpful, but
unless the people you are dining with are
aware of the specific rules of etiquette
dining, then all the details are not
extremely important. A lot of it is
common sense.”
For the Providence College student
that enjoys the occasional glass of wine
or beer with their meal, it is important to
know that absolutely no alcohol is to be
consumed on the interview, even if it is
politely offered. The idea being that a

sharp and stable pattern of speech is most
appropriate for communication. Women
were also cautioned before drinking
anything that they should pat their
lipstick with a napkin to avoid any kind
of stain on the glass.
Manners do not end when the dinner
is over, according to Matthews. “Hand
write [a thank you note] if your
penmanship is acceptable. Thank the
person for the lunch and the opportunity
to spend time with him or her,” suggested
Matthews.
When staring your future boss in the
face, the last thing that should be on your
mind is recalling the correct way to
shield the lemon juice while squeezing
it into a glass of water. Common sense
knowledge appears to play a large role
in social dining, however gray areas
exist. As a preventative measure Ms.
Matthews suggests that you “order a first
course only if asked to do specifically
and stay with something relatively easy
to eat.” For those who are “socially
savvy,” they are halfway there to
completing a successful luncheon
interview.

Dinner honors AfricanAmerican veterans
(Top) Students enjoyed soul food as
part of Black Expo.
(Below) BET comedian Michael
Blackson brought his routine to ’64
Hall, headlining the entertainment
portion of the event.
summer. We received a lot of positive
feedback, and it went really well,”
Kasanda added. The event was co
sponsored by the Black Studies
Department, the Balfour Center, the
Feinstein Insitute, and the Diversity
Committee. - Nicole McIntyre '02

Correction
Chris Butler is the Executive Director of RI Project AIDS.
He was incorrectly identified as the Senior Compliance
Officer of the RI Commission on Human Rights in the
February 14, 2002 edition of The Cowl. We apologize for
the error.

www. thecowl. com
Your source for the latest news,
scores, and online polls.

NEW Library Electronic
Database
North American
Women’s Letters and Diaries
Colonial -1950
442 women s experiences
50,000 pages of diaries and letters
* Biographies
http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/efts/asp/NAWLD/index.html

- Continued from page 1 In addition to these ceremonies,
attendants and honorees enjoyed an
unveiling of a new addition to the U.S.
Postal Service’s “Black Heritage Series,”
an elaborate dinner of African-American
cuisine, and perhaps the most significant
part, the eloquent words of Captain Booz
M. Moise, the United States Marine
keynote speaker.
“Our keynote speaker had a very nice
message for the students in attendance
to keep in touch with their elders because
they were [around] before them, have
been through so many different things,
and are so willing to pass on their
knowledge,” explained Dee Vieira,
Administrative Coordinator for the
Balfour Center. “It was very uplifting.
I think the students really listened to
him—you could see it in their eyes. I
thought everyone who spoke was good,
but he just really moved me.”
Ducha Hang ’03 was one of those
students in attendance, and found

Captain Moise’s oration very effective.
“He was very to the point and had a lot
of good ideas.” Hang also “thought the
black history background that [speakers]
gave was really good.”
“Globally, I thought the banquet was
fantastic,” expressed Dr. Trude Cooke
Turner, Director of the Multicultural
Scholarship Program/ Assistant Dean of
the Balfour Center, who congratulated
everyone on making the banquet special
in her final remarks. Turner further
explained that the “springboard for the
success of the event” was the
combination of “Dean Comissiong’s
theme [which stemmed] from the
incidents on September 11,” the “fact
that there are a lot of African American
veterans whose service never really
seems to be recognized,” [and lastly,] the
“enthusiastic and charismatic” students
who participated in the Balfour event.
She added, “they are very upbeat about
their participation and it showed.”

Sanctions
Date: February 11, 2002
Subject: Administrative Review - Drug
Usage
Charge: 1. Drug Usage (Page 43, VIII,
I) - GUILTY
Sanctions: 1. Disciplinary Probation
Until 5/20/2002
2. $100.00 Fine
Date: February 12, 2002
Subject: Administrative Review - Under
age Drinking
Charge: 1. Consumption of Alcohol by
a Minor (Page 38, VII) - GUILTY
Sanctions: 1. Disciplinary Probation
Until 5/20/2002
2. $100.00 Fine Due March 1,2002
3. Mandatory Attendance Substance
Abuse Class
4. Parental Notification
Date: February 12, 2002
Subject: Administrative Hearing - Intoxi
cation
Charge: 1. Intoxication (Page 38, VII) GUILTY
2. Property Damage (Page 38, V) GUILTY
Sanctions: 1. Personal Probabtion until
5/20/2002
2. $100.00 Fine

3. Cost of Replacement of Car Antenna

Date: February 12, 2002
Subject: Administrative Review - Under
age Drinking
Charge: 1. Consumption of Alcohol by
a Minor - GUILTY
Sanctions: 1. Disciplinary Probation un
til 5/20/2002
2. $100.00 Fine Due March 1,2002
3. Mandatory Attendance at Substance
Abuse Class

Date: February 14, 2002
Subject: Administrative Review
Charge: 1. Possession of Drug Parapher
nalia - GUILTY
Sanctions: 1. Disciplinary Probation
until 5/20/2002
2. $50.00 Fine
Date: February 22, 2002
Subject: Administrative Review - Under
age Consumption of Alcohol
Charge: 1. Underage Drinking (Page 38,
VII) - GUILTY
Sanctions: 1. Disciplinary Probation
until 5/20/2002
2. $100.00 Fine
3. Parental Notification
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Auclair: ‘a true
Christian gentleman’
-Continued from page 1Management Committee and the MBA
Admissions Committee in addition to his
work in the department.
During his time at the College,
Auclair fostered an amazing love for the
PC community. “He really cherished the
PC family, and he gave us all a warm
feeling about PC,” stated Rob. “PC
holds a special place in my heart,
because it was so special to him.” The
College became such a family affair that
Auclair’s wife and three children all
attended the school. “If you wanted to
know what PC was about, you just had
to know Bob,” Maloney said.
This love for the College was
expressed most notably in Auclair’s
unwavering support for PC Basketball.
“No matter if they were having the worst
season, he didn’t give up on them,”
stated Rob. “Besides his family and the
students, [PC Basketball] was the thing
that brought him the most joy, especially
when he was sick.”
“He liked to stay near the bench; he
had such an affinity for the players,”
noted Maloney.
To show their
appreciation for his support, the Men’s
Basketball team stood for a moment of
silence during Tuesday night’s game.
Auclair also valued his association
with an institution such as PC, as it gave
him the flexibility he needed to spend
time with his family. “He was a
wonderful family man. He was so
dedicated to his wife and kids,” noted
Gemma.
“One of my favorite memories is of
playing baseball and basketball with him
at the house,” said Rob with a smile. “He
would keep track of the stats. He even
worked numbers into that.”
“He and my mother had the perfect

marriage,” Rob continued. “She always
called him ‘her other half.’”
Many also spoke of Auclair’s deep
belief in God. “He had a very strong
faith, “ Maloney stated. “Even being
sick in the last five years, he would never
lose his faith. I think that’s what enabled
him to get through the last five years.
He really carried himself with grace and
dignity.”
“He was a kind and gentle person
who never had a coarse word for anyone
—- a true Christian gentleman,” added
Gemma.
Others remembered Auclair’s strength
of character and giving nature. One
story, related to Rob by Professor
Maloney, involved financial work
Auclair did for a client. Although he
spent fourteen hours working on the
project for that client he only charged th
$100. Upon finding this out, Maloney
advised Auclair that he could charge a
little more for his services. When Auclair
did some more work for the same client,
Maloney questioned how much had
been charged this time. Auclair simply
turned to him and said, “I charged them
the same thing, and I still thought it was
too much.’”
Although many are saddened by
Auclair’s death, Rob emphasizes that his
father’s spirit will live on. “Whoever met
him, he’s with them all the time now,”
he reflected.
A memorial Mass will be celebrated
on Friday at 9:30 a.m. in St. Dominic
Chapel. The family has also set up a
scholarship fund in Auclair’s name and
asks that anyone interested in donated
money contact the Alumni Development
Office.

LAUREN MUELLER OZ/The Cowl

Kappy Bois *04 has had to overcome many obstacles, including leaving her
native country of Haiti, to achieve her educational and personal goals.

Talent and poise help
PC sophomore earn
Miss Haiti RI crown
by Juliana
Afews Staff

Patsourakos *02

While most students know that last
year’s Miss Rhode Island was a PC
student, many may not know that
Rhode Island’s Miss Haiti is also a
member of the PC community.
Kapedjanie “Kappy” Bois ’04 was
crowned
Miss Haiti
on Dec. 29
and
is
enthus
iastic that
this honor
will afford
her the opportunity to help the Haitian
community.
“I was shocked I won because [the
other contestants] were great. 1 was like
‘oh my gosh.’ I cried a little bit,” said
Bois. “Well, 1 thank God for everything.
Even my parents were surprised. They
underestimated me.”
All the contestants in the
competition had high academic
achievements, were involved in the
community, and had to model both
casual clothes and bathing suits. Before
the competition, Bois prepared for the
various events. “I made sure that I was
able to articulate my words. I had to
learn how to model walk, smile
properly, and eat the right foods,” said
Bois.
Bois believes all her preparations
have paid off, as she will now have the
chance to work towards assisting the
local Haitian community. Her goal is
to help set up a committee that will
allow Haitians to receive government
assistance as other ethnic groups do in
the United States. Winning the Miss
Haiti competition will also open another
door for Bois—she has been invited by
Susan Scott Krabacher, who was
featured on The Oprah Winfrey Show
and is the co-founder of the Mercy and
Sharing Foundation, to go to Haiti
during either spring or Easter break.
Krabacher will, pay for all Bois's
expenses and Bois will assist Krabacher
in her work in Haiti, which includes
constructing schools, buildings, and
orphanages to alleviate suffering in
Haiti.

Although winning Miss Haiti was an
honor for Bois, obstacles she has faced
played a large role in shaping her into
the young woman she is today. One of
the biggest challenges she faced was
coming to the United States from Haiti
at age fifteen so that she could have a
better education. “Leaving Haiti was
difficult, leaving my mom and coming
here. But, 1 came here for the
education," stated Bois. Bois now lives
here in Providence with her stepmother
and father. She also has two brothers
and a sister in Providence.
Despite leaving her mother, Bois
believes she has greatly influenced her
life. “My mom was a single mother and
she raised me so well. I’m able to adapt
to a new environment, anywhere,
anyway, anytime,” said Bois.
Through all her adversities, Bois
asserts that her Christian faith has kept
her strong. “1 believe that every
obstacle I face I can ask God to help
me out, and I always come out
victorious,” she said.
Bois has many activities on her
agenda in addition to her work
promoting Haitian culture to Haitian
children, such as being treasurer of
SOAR, being a member of the Biology
Society, working with elementary
school students, and keeping her
academic standards high as an MLK
scholar. In her spare time, which she
has little of these days. Bois exercises
her spiritual, intellectual, and physical
sides. “I run, I pray, 1 write down verses
from the Bible, I sing. I go to the studio
to sing,” said Bois. She sings gospel,
R+B, hip-hop, and smooth rock at
Studio Opportunity in Providence,
which has allowed her to perform at the
Columbus Theater on Broadway
Avenue.
Bois also works in the student health
center. “Kappy is adorable, she’s
bubbly, always smiling, very helpful,
and very efficient,” said Linda
Portarelli, R.N.
As for her future plans, Bois has
many dreams. “I’ll go back [to Haiti]
but I’m not going to stay because I got
my knowledge from this country,” she
said. Bois hopes either to be a doctor
or get her Ph.D. in psychology.
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A woman’s worth: Manchester
discusses life during colonial period
by

Ben Russell ’04

Roger Williams
himself
“accepted the
subordinate role
of women, ” and
women were
viewed as the
“weaker sex, ”
according to
Manchester.

News Staff

While some believe that women s
rights is a modern concept. Dr. Margaret
Manchester, Assistant Professor of
History, presented findings to the
contrary in a recent lecture. Thanks to
the work done during her sabbatical on
rights and liberties in Early America,
Manchester was able to discuss the roles
and liberties of women in the Puritan
church and civil life.
In her presentation, Manchester
lectured on the importance of women’s
rights and participation in religious life
in Colonial New England, with the focus
on the lives of the members of the Salem
and Rhode Island communities,
including Roger Williams, Anne
Hutchinson, and Jane and Joshua Verin.
One of the most interesting cases
involved the Verins. Joshua Verin, who
had beaten his wife, Jane, and prohibited
her from attending religious services
while they lived in Providence, was
charged with restraining the liberty of
conscience of his wife. This case
brought up the issue of whether or not a
woman, in colonial Puritan life, had
equal rights in church and civil life.
Manchester’s findings discovered
that the Verin family was divided over
religious differences. She stated, “That
their family reflected, in a microcosm,
the effects that were at work in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony.” Despite the
severity of the incident, Manchester
found that the case, “set no precedent for
subsequent cases involving women’s
rights in Rhode Island.”
According to Manchester’s findings,
women were both restricted and allowed

Dr. Manchester adresses the problems women faced during the founding of
the United States.
to participate in church life. She were also noted for prophesying, which
presented examples to the audience of is an emotional and authoritative form
where women were given equal of speech, and the Puritans also believed
participation in religion, stating that
women were allowed to sign the Charter
of the First Church of Salem and that
among the English Puritans, women
were actively preaching in England
before the colonists landed in America.
She also stated that in America women

that women could be saved by God just
the same as men.
In contrast, the Puritans believed that
women were subordinate to men. Roger
Williams himself “accepted the
subordinate role of women” and women
were viewed as the “weaker sex,”

according to Manchester.
In opposition to this view,
Manchester discussed Anne Hutchinson,
who was known as the “American
Jezebel” because she challenged
fundamental family order of the time.
Hutchinson was hated by some and
loved by others, according to
Manchester, as she was accused of
heresy of the church and conduct
unbecoming of a woman.
The
persecution caused Hutchinson to move
to Rhode Island to escape persecution.
Manchester ended her lecture by
answering audience questions and
summing up her major point - that rights
were divided for women since the early
time.
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Wasting away in Snood-ville
PC students search for ways to avoid writing that paper just a little bit longer
by

Frank Caliva ’04

News Staff

Procrastination has always been a
habit of many students, but even more
so at the college level. The stereotype of
the all-nighter to study for an exam or
write a term paper is in many ways an
accurate portrayal of many college
students’ approach towards academic
work. Students will often come up with
creative ways to avoid doing that work,
and then rationalize putting it off to the
last minute. While this is certainly
nothing new in the realm of higher
education, what is new is a medium that
allows students to procrastinate with
even greater ease: the computer.
The computer has become a standard
item for most incoming college students.
While even five or ten years ago a
computer might have been a luxury item
owned a few students at most, today it is
rare that any freshman goes off to school
without a laptop or desktop in tote. Dorm
rooms at the majority of colleges and
universities are wired for high speed
Internet access, a convenience not
enjoyed by the public at large.
Ostensibly, the purpose of all of this
readily available technology is to make
word processing, research, and
communications easier for students, in
order to further their academic
experience. However, many students
will admit that the main use they have
found for their computer is nothing other
then good old procrastination.
Probably the single most used
program of any college student (or any
individual under the age of 20, for that
matter) is the infamous AOL Instant
Messenger, or AIM. Instant Messenger
has really replaced the phone as the
preferred method of communication
between the young generation. For
college students, with their “always-on”
Internet connection, AIM has become a
free and easy way of communicating
with friends and family scattered all
across the country. It has also become a
major way to avoid doing work, both
because of conversations with other AIM
users, and also through the ever popular
“Away Message.”
Away messages have almost been

elevated to an art form by many college
students. “Away messages don’t just tell
you where someone is, how someone is
feeling, what their mood is on any given
day,” said Linh Tran ’04. “Some people
will write really profound away
messages.” Tran admitted that she will
spend considerable time crafting her
messages.
If students aren’t busy writing clever
away messages, they are often reading
their friends’. “After reading every away
message on my buddy list, I usually will
go back and look at them again if a
[screenname] has become un-idle,”
admitted Paul Deering ’04. “I also
always click on the links in people’s
profiles. I spend about half the day doing
that, I’m not going to lie.” Indeed, this
author solicited ideas for this story by
putting up an away message request. The
deluge of responses from his college
friends (in the wee hours of the morning)
suggests that many of them were reading
away messages rather than doing work,
or for that matter, sleeping.
Those who find themselves
constantly reading away messages and
using AIM now even have their own
home on the web, at the appropriately
titled www.imaddict.com. The website
offers a message board, articles and
features, and a popular survey to

determine the level of one’s addiction to
AIM. According to the survey, some of
the signs of “IM Addiction” include the
need to “check every single away
message of every person on one’s buddy
list,” “spending more than five minutes
coming up with a witty away message,”
and “[chatting] on AIM with someone
who was less than 10 feet away.” The
site, of course, also represents another
way for students to avoid that Civ paper
hanging over their heads.
AIM is not the only computer
“procrastination aid” used by college
students, however. Another popular way
to waste time is Snood, and other similar
computer games. Snood has become to
college students what the Solitaire
program usually bundled with Microsoft
Windows is to many in the working
world— an inane but extremely
enjoyable way to waste time. “When I
don’t feel like doing work, I’ll sit at my
computer and play Snood for a while,”
said Jess Scholl ’04. “I can just relax
[while playing] and not think about
school work.”
Downloading music, usually in the
form of MP3s, is another favorite
pastime of students looking to stall just
a little longer before hitting the books.
Between 1999-2001, programs like
Napster, Audiogalaxy, Imesh, and

numerous others allowed individuals to
share music files with each others over
the Internet, at no cost. College students,
traditionally at the cutting edge of the
music world, and also blessed with high
speed and available Internet access, led
the pack in downloading and sharing
music. However, in July 2000, a lawsuit
filed by the Recording Artists Industry
Association of America against Napster
resulted in an injunction being placed on
the company, preventing users from
sharing these music files for free any
longer (CNN.com).
However, this has not stopped
college students from using MP3
searches as a form of procrastination.
One still available means of doing so is
commonly known by students as “the
network.” Students at many colleges can
take advantage of the Local Access
Network which provides Internet service
to the institution, along with the
Microsoft Networking feature that
comes with Windows, to link their
computers together with fellow students.
This allows individuals to share music
files amongst themselves, along with
many other files and programs.
Programs such as MP3 Voyeur, and the
newly created Netster, make searching
the network for files even easier.
“I definitely use Netster, the PC
Napster program, a lot to download
music,” said Tom Hoy ’05. He said that
both he and his roommates spend a
significant amount of time downloading
music files and engaging in other
Internet distractions. Tran agreed. “It’s
so much easier to search the network
now [with Netster],” she said. But it is
also easier to procrastinate now as well,
Tran noted. “There are those songs that
you really want to find, and unless you
do, you won’t be in a good mood or feel
like doing work.”
However, they choose to spend their
time online, its clear that for many, the
information superhighway may not be
the road to success, but rather to
procrastination and diversion. One
student may have summed it best. While
both he and his roommate noted he was
as guilty a culprit as anyone regarding
Internet procrastination, Rick Bodio ’05
acknowledged, “The Internet is the bane
of our academic institution.”

Bioethics forum considers current ethical issues
by Jamie

Chase ’04

News Staff

On Thursday, Feb. 21, a
multidisciplinary bioethics forum was
held at Brown University to discuss the
fundamental questions regarding human
molecular engineering. The forum was
organized by a group of undergraduate
Brown medical Students, including a
senior here at Providence College, Mark
Brady ’02, and included a keynote
speech from Fr. FitzGerald, who has
testified before Congress and been
interviewed on national TV regarding
stem cells. Entitled “Genetics, Ethics and
Public Policy: Redefining health and
healthcare,” the form included other
prominent speakers such as Dr. Kenneth
Miller, a professor of biology at Brown,

Dr. Peter Smith, a pediatric hematologist,
Dr. Rosalyn Ladd, Professor Emerita of
Philosophy at Wheaton College, and
Anthony Chavarez, a fourth year medical
student.
Dr. Miller began the evening by
talking about the versatility of stem cells
that continues to surprise scientists and
of some of the headlines out there now
regarding stem cells, including the first
cloned cat dubbed “CC” which,
according to Miller, stands for “carbon
copy or copy cat.”
Following Miller’s speech, Fr.
FitzGerald’s challenged the audience to
not only think about the fundamental
issues regarding human molecular
engineering, but to also criticize the
questions and answers that people
typically have regarding this issue.

Asking the right questions and
rethinking our conception of human
nature was the overriding theme of the
forum, as FitzGerald. Outside the forum,
FitzGerald emphasized the importance
of thinking outside the realm of party
politics. “Politicians,” FitzGerald said,
“just want a sound byte to galvanize their
constituency.”
After the two key speeches, the other
participants present were given the floor
and the opportunity to give their own
individual take on the theme at hand. For
example, Dr. Smith talked of the
potential of medical technology to better
the lives of his young hemophiliac
patients, allowing them the opportunities
to go back to school and to participate
in a more normal life. Smith also spoke
of how sometimes that technology can

backfire, and described how one time a
contaminated blood product resulted in
the death of 40 of his patients. Smith,
however, ended his speech being
positive about the potential for
technology to correct any of its flaws.
“Molecular engineering,” he said, “has
corrected the problem of contamination,
since we now use bacteria to grow the
needed product,” he stated.
Mike Costa’02 believed the lecture
was informative. “It was good to get all
these different perspectives,” he said.
“All the perspectives were very wellpresented. I wish there was more time,
however, because we barely scratched
the surface?’

Special thanks to Mark Brady ’02 for
his help with this article.
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U.S. Embassy in Rome discovers
passageway designed for chemical bomb
by

Ben Downing ’03

World Staff

The war on terrorism seems
to be taking on a decidedly in
ternational nature in recent
weeks. Although homeland se
curity has been of the utmost
importance thus far, develop
ments in Singapore and now in
Rome, Italy have lead authori
ties to believe that American
embassies, companies, and in
dividuals worldwide will be tar
gets of further terrorist aggres
sion.
In Rome, authorities discov
ered a carved passageway un
derneath the U.S. embassy, in
which, it is suspected, a chemi
cal bomb was to be planted and
detonated. The news came just
days after police arrested four
Moroccan men in possession of
large quantities of a cyanide
compound, explosive powder
and maps of the water network
around the U.S. embassy on the
chic Via Veneto in the heart of
Rome. Immediately after the
arrests, police and maintenance
staff checked tunnels around the
embassy complex that carry
water, gas and electricity to
buildings in the area and found
a hole cut into a wall next to the
diplomatic mission.
“An attack by an al Qaeda
terrorist commando on the
American embassy might have

been just days away, or even
hours away,” the leading Italian
daily Corriere della Sera said,
quoting investigators. Italian
security forces have been on
high alert since the Sept. 11 at
tacks on the United States, and
Washington has warned that
Italy is especially vulnerable to
a terror strike. Police have
seized more than 20 terror sus
pects in Italy over the past five
months, but the arrest of the four
Moroccans last Tuesday caused
the most alarm.
According to experts who
chose to remain anonymous, the
chemicals discovered, although
not deadly on their own, could
easily have been turned into
deadly weapons. Furthermore,
if detonated in the carved pas
sageway underneath the em
bassy, it is possible that the
bomb could have formed a toxic
Yahoo
gas cloud, that while killing
many in U.S. embassy building, A man stands outside the U.S. Embassy in Rome which has been under high security since Sept 11.
could also have taken lives in
many other office buildings in tody that they had no knowl Laden's al Qaeda network. A bin Laden to supervise attacks
the vicinity. The expert said a edge of the materials (including court in Milan on Friday sen in Europe, including a foiled
bomb might also have triggered maps of the embassy) found in tenced four men with suspected bombing of the U.S. embassy in
a gas explosion. “Worse still, their apartments, they were held links to bin Laden to up to five Rome in early 2001. This latest
the U.S. embassy has internal as the primary suspects while years in jail after finding them near-attack only serves as a
gas tanks which are supplied by the investigations continued. guilty of trading in false iden stark reminder that the war on
the underground pipes. If the The U.S. Federal Bureau of In tity papers and of organizing il terrorism is by no means con
flames had moved along the vestigation is working closely legal immigration. The four fined to the hills of Tora Bora,
pipes, the reservoirs would have with the Italians to track the sus were not charged with terror- or the streets of the Manhattan
pects' recent movements. They related crimes, but police say financial district.
gone up.”
Despite the persistent asser hope to establish whether the one of the men, Essid Sami Ben Sources: yahoo.com, abcnews
tion of the Moroccans in cus- men had ties to Osama bin Khemais, was sent to Europe by

Greenspan reports recession is close to over
by Jay

Higgins ’03

Greenspan did
address accounting
fears sparked by the
collapse of energy
trader Enron Corp.,
saying he did not
think these posed a
major economic
threat.

World Editor

Federal Reserve Chairman
Alan Greenspan told Congress
Wednesday that he sees increas
ing signs that the country's first
recession in a decade is coming
to an end. He cautioned that the
rebound this year is likely to be
a moderate one.
"Despite the disruptions en
gendered by the terrorist attacks
of Sept. 11, the typical dynam
ics of the business cycle have
reemerged and are prompting a
firming in economic activity,"
Greenspan reported.
Greenspan cited a variety of
signs of an improving economy
in recent months, noting par
ticularly strength in such areas
as consumer spending. He said
these hopeful signals led Fed
policymakers to call a cease-fire
to their aggressive campaign of
cutting short-term interest rates.
The Fed chairman did ad
dress accounting fears sparked
by the collapse of energy trader
Enron Corp., saying he did not
think these posed a major eco
nomic threat.
While sounding more opti
mistic than he did earlier in the
year that the recession, which
officially began last March, was
over, Greenspan made clear he
did not expect riproaring growth

Yahtx)

Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan is optimistic about the U.S. economy.
rates ahead— caution that
pushed Treasury bonds up.
Greenspan said, the reces
sion, which began last March
and was worsened by the Sept.
11 terrorist attacks, was shap
ing up to be one of the mildest
in U.S. history. He credited
technology for the ability to dig
businesses out of this recession.

Computer technology gives
companies realtime information
on how their businesses are do
ing, allowing them to adjust
quickly for changing economic
conditions.
"Crucially, the imbalances
that triggered the downturn and
that could have prolonged this
difficult period did not fester,"

Greenspan said.
The recession that ended a
record long 10-year period of
prosperity may already be over,
in the view of many private
economists. They believe the
drop in output for this downturn
will be only about 0.3 percent,
making it the mildest recession
in post-World War II history.

Stocks ended mixed on
Wednesday, as investors booked
profits after Federal Reserve
Chairman Alan Greenspan's
cautious optimism on a U.S.
economy recovery spurred an
early rally.
“People are realizing the re
covery will not be that fast,”
said Howard Kornblue, portfo
lio manager at ING Pilgrim,
which manages $18 billion.
“Maybe they were a little bit
more optimistic, thinking
Greenspan was going to make
it appear the recovery was go
ing to be sooner rather than
later. But as they digested the
comments, they realized it will
take more time.”

Sources: yahoo.com, abcnews
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Ocean State cleans house
“Outdated” laws get examined

ated to address realistic prob
lems many years ago and made
sense at the time, quite a few
have lost their importance, and
have, in fact, become a hin
drance to lawmakers. Aiken is
leading the crusade to remove
irrelevant, archaic laws like
these from the books in Rhode
Island in an effort to bring the
law into the 21st century. She
started her camapaign about a
year ago when she realized how
many useless laws are currently
on the books. "Because I'm an
attorney, I do legal research, and
you're always flipping through
[state laws] looking for this,
that, and the other. We always
come across one that's ancient
and strikes us as odd or amus
ing, and the last year I started
thinking, 'Our laws shouldn't be
funny.'"
Aiken has already eliminated
bills such as making it a crimi
nal offense for anyone to mis
lead the owner of a horse and
buggy about the distance they
ristatehouse.com
intend to travel when they are
Currently, swearing in Rhode Island carries is a five dollar fine. renting it. The sponsors hope
impure sperm whale oil, there eliminating old laws will make
by Mike Speight ’03
good news for their frayed research a little easier and cut
is
World Staff
nerves. These activities will not down on the amount of re
For anyone in Rhode Island be illegal in the Ocean State sources needed to print all of
worrying that they might get much longer if State Represen Rhode Island’s laws.
caught for dumping the ashes tative Denise Aiken of Warwick
Other politicians have
of
a
steamboat
into has her way.
joined Rep. Aiken in her quest
Providence's harbor or selling
While many laws were cre for bureaucratic and legal mod

ernism. Secretary of State Ed
ward Inman III and his coun
sel, Shawn Donahue, support
her efforts, seeing the necessity
of keeping laws up to date and
relevant to society. Attorney
Giovanni Cicione and State
Senator John Roney of Provi
dence have also worked to
gether in compiling lists of use
less laws and drafting legisla
tion to get rid of them. Many
bills were grouped together in
one bill to be voted on for elimi
nation.
Some caution is needed,
though. They are being careful
to avoid overlooking any laws
which may be still useful today.
For example, a farmer could
seek recompense from Rhode
Island if he had a horse which
became sick with the disease
glanders, which was once com
mon but now is rare. In this
case, they are seeking the input
of the Department of Environ
mental Management as to
whether to proceed or not.
The best course of action
may be to examine laws indi
vidually to avoid making any
mistakes since all the laws had
good intentions at first. The ra
tionale behind selling impure
whale oil, for example, was that
at the end of the 19th century, it
was commonly used as fuel for
lamps, and impure oil would not

Ludicrous laws in Rhode Island
will be a thing of the past
bum as well as pure oil.
Rhode Island is not the only
state with many old laws. At
torney Cicione cited a trip to
Vermont, where he happened to
discover many irrelevant laws
on their books as inspiration to
clean up Rhode Island's books.
Among the laws he discovered
was one that stated were that it
is illegal for a student to give a
tattoo to another student and
another that forbidded dueling.
Hopefully, these changes
will make the law a little easier
to enforce and also keep any
one from being punished for
doing something innocuous
now which was a criminal of
fense years ago.

Sources: projo.com

Where is Osama?
by

Ellen Bisson ’04

World Staff

Based on information ob
tained within the last month,
senior administration officials
say they have evidence that
Osama bin Laden has survived
the heavy bombing of Tore Bora
and other Afghan mountain re
gions.
Following weeks of uncer
tainty about his whereabouts,
they have concluded that bin
Laden is probably still in the
remote terrain between the Af
ghanistan and Pakistan borders.
The officials have not, however,
claimed to have the exact loca
tion of bin Laden. Their knowl
edge at this point rules out ear
lier theories that he had been
killed in the war, died of kid
ney disease or fled to Iran or
Yemen.
Unfortunately, capturing or
killing bin Laden looks like it
may be a long process, and de
fense officials noted that none

of the recent information has
been specific enough to mount
new attacks on suspected hide
outs like the ones that bom
barded Tore Bora in November
and December, and around the
city of Khost, about 70 miles
further south, in January.
The administration now
claims some success in disrupt
ing the rest of the terrorist net
work Al Qaeda. According to
another senior official, the U.S.
missions in Afghanistan have
“probably gotten about a third
of the core leadership” of the
group. The White House now
defines the scope of that lead
ership as between 20 and 25 key
terrorists. If based in reality, the
administration's claim that a
third of Al Qaeda’s leadership
has been killed would support
its arguments in classified brief
ings on Capitol Hill that the ter
rorist group has been “signifi
cantly disrupted.”
As indicated by recent reports
from Afghanistan, the military

actions in areas where terrorists
may have been living have
caused scores of deaths and in
juries among Afghan civilians
and flattened whole villages, as
well as mosques and residential
compounds. American officials
have countered by saying that
every attack has been mounted
on the basis of the best intelli
gence available at the time, but
Afghan villagers and local lead
ers say many attacks seem to
have been carried out without
any detectable American scout
ing on the ground, or any
American probe afterward to
determine who was killed.
The hunt for bin Laden and
his terrorist associates has been
flawed from the start by faulty
intelligence provided by Afghan
warlords hungry to win Ameri
can favor or a piece of the $25
million reward. Because so
many leads in the search for bin
Laden have been fruitless, the
reliability of the latest informa
tion is a subject of debate

Yahoo

The capture of Osama bin Laden is worth 25 million.
among military and intelligence
Still, there are many rumored
officials. They are operating sightings of the terrorist leader
under the assumption that “he perhaps motivated by the large
is alive and.. .is somewhere be reward offered. One senior dip
tween Afghanistan and Paki lomat in Washington com
stan. It may be that he moves mented recently, “it’s turning
back and forth between the Osama into Elvis.”
two,” accroding to U.S. offi
cials. 1
Sources: msnbc. com,nytimes.com

Paid Positions

PC Summer Fair For Jobs & Internships
Wednesday March 20, 2002 2:00- 5:00 Slavin ’64 Hall
Prepare by attending an orientation:
Summer Fair Resume Critique Walk- In Hours
Tips for Successfully Navigating the Summer Fair Friday 3/15 @10-12 & 1-3 in Career Services
Tuesday 3/12 @3:30pm in Slavin 112
Monday 3/18 @10-12 & 1-3 in Career Services
Wednesday 3/13 @6:00pm in Slavin 112
Tuesday 3/19 @10-12 & 1-3 in Career Services
Thursday 3/14 @4:00pm in Slavin 112

Check eFriars starting 3/4 to view Summer Fair employers
-new employers added dailywww.providence.edu/career for eFriars link
Career Planning & Internship Service

The Cowl

Commentary
February 28,2002

Page 9

A community responds with love
There are only a handful of places
on earth where people flood into a
chapel just an hour after a loved one’s
death.
We are fortunate enough to live in
one of those places.
After John Philpott ’02 passed away
at Rhode Island Hospital last Tuesday
evening, Fr. Tom Ertle asked the 50 or
so devastated family and friends
assembled in the hospital chapel if
they wanted to hold a Mass back on
campus. There was no time for emails, voice messages, or formal
announcements of any kind. The tragic
news spread by word of mouth. Over
500 students packed the chapel for the
impromptu Mass. If there had been
time for announcements, there could
have been thousands.
Many of the mourners were close
friends. Others were acquaintances.
And many still had never even met
him. But everyone gathered almost as
if it was the only thing to do. When
tragedy strikes a family, a family
comes together to support one another.
That is exactly what PC did. You hear
about the “Providence College family”
when you take the tour. You even get a
vague sense of it going to school here

for a year or two. But only in such a
dark hour do you truly understand how
close that family is.
In the days that followed Philpott’s
death, the PC family continued to
mourn. Yet, at the same time, they did
something just as important—they
celebrated his life and drew strength
from it. Hundreds gathered at the
candlelight vigil and shared stories of
their encounters with Philpott. There
were plenty of stories to tell; Philpott
touched so many lives in a positive
way. Though such a sentiment is
difficult to quantify, perhaps an
indicator is the amount of people who
visited The Cowl website to see
pictures of Philpott submitted by his
friends. The Cowl website receives ten
thousand “hits” in a month; in the three
days after the pictures were posted, the
site had twenty thousand hits. Clearly,
one life can have a tremendous impact
on countless others around it.
The student body and the
Chaplain’s Office are not the only ones
who responded in a loving and
appropriate manner. The school’s
administration and its vehicle for
expression, the College Relations
office, have been questioned by some

Letters to the Editor
Memories of a
vivacious life
I don’t think you had to know John
Philpott well to know that he was some
one very special, full of life, and a genu
inely sincere person. I knew of Philpott
my freshman year because a friend of
mine had her first college crush on him,
but it would not be until this year that I
had the real pleasure of knowing him
personally.
In late August of this past year, the
girls and I moved into our house. We
were excited to find out who our neigh
bors were and soon enough we realized
what a great location we had found. Sure
enough, it was Philpott and some of his
friends who lived next door. We quickly
began saying hi to each other as “neigh
bors.” It was easy to see that Philpott
had a very unique, caring, and vivacious
ness about him.
Memories are a funny thing: they can
falter and fade, but sometimes in spe
cial circumstances they will never fail
you. I know mine about Philpott will not.
I’ll always remember him walking his
dog Socco in his bright red jacket and
green headband. We would smile at each
other, give a nod, and continue on our
way. But what I was always left with
after these encounters was a sense of his
free spirit and vibe of being completely
comfortable within himself. Nor will I
ever forget the day I saw him walking
down the street in khakis, a dress shirt,
tie and sports coat. It was easy to see
why so many people held a special spot
in their hearts for him. Most of all, I
will never forget when we found out who
was holding our “Scooby Doo” for ran
som. It was none other than Philpott and
Jay Leo. For a few months we wondered
what had happened to Scooby, and not
so long ago we saw him in Philpott’s
room! Later having talked to Jay, we
discovered they spent one night trying
to get Scooby from the second floor
porch with a fishing pole! I wish I had
been there.
I am so glad that I had the opportu
nity to have a few Philpott encounters. I
wish, as many of us do, that we all could
have had more. From Mass on Tuesday

to the vigil to The Cowl articles it is easy
to see that John Philpott left his mark on
the world and that his presence will be
deeply missed. The lives of those who
knew him at Providence College and
beyond may never be the same. My
thoughts and prayers are with him, his
family, and his friends.
Kelly Martel ’03

BU hockey fan
claims
misconduct
On Saturday, Feb. 23, at approxi
mately 8:30 p.m., during the second pe
riod of the men’s ice hockey game
against Boston University at Schneider
Arena, I was ejected from the arena.
Attending the game as a BU fan, I was
sitting behind the team benches. Midway
through the second period, a BU player
was given two minutes in the penalty
box. I then went over to the penalty
boxes, across the arena, to encourage the
BU player in the box. This, however, put
me in the middle of the Providence Col
lege student section. Because I was wear
ing a Boston University tee-shirt and
cheering for a Boston University player,
it quickly became obvious that I was a
BU fan. At that point the Providence stu
dents began heckling me. The students
shouted obscenities at me such as, “BU
sucks, you pussy.” I responded to the
situation by cheering extremely energeti
cally for the Boston University Terriers.
I, however, said nothing negative about
Providence College, their hockey team
or any student, although my positive re
inforcement at times was directed to
wards the Providence student section.
During this time of about two to three
minutes, the Providence Friars scored a
power-play goal. When the students
went haywire, one student with a huge
PC flag began waving it and actually
hitting me in the face with it. Around this
time a uniformed officer asked me to go
back to my seat. Following the officer’s
request, I proceeded back to my seat on
the other side of the arena. This again
excited the Providence fans and they

for their dissemination of information.
Such criticism is unfounded. One of
the most difficult things a college has
to face is the death of a student. In this
case, this difficulty was compounded
by the many questions surrounding
Philpott’s death and the fact that it
happened on campus. They released
information about the nature of the
death only after speaking with police
investigators, thereby avoiding
dangerous speculation. When Fr.
Smith met with school leaders the
morning after Philpott’s death, he
made it clear that their foremost
concern was support for the grieving
family. This concern was evident in the
compassionate manner in which he
addressed the College community.
It is comforting to realize that in the
wake of such devastation like the loss
of a dear friend, our extended family,
the Providence College community,
can offer such unique, compassionate
support. Despite what issues may arise
here, trying moments like Philpott’s
death remind us that at PC, love comes
naturally and “family” isn’t just some
viewbook cliche.

began chanting, “Asshole,” and point
ing at me. I kept cheering loudly for
Boston University. As I was walking
back to my seat a student reached over
and knocked my hat off of my head. I
went back to pick up my hat and contin
ued towards my seat. As I passed the stu
dent who had knocked my hat off, I told
him, “Don’t do that again.” I was then
violently grabbed by my arm and shoul
der and dragged to and then thrown
through a heavy metal door leading out
side the arena. In a discussion with mul
tiple uniformed officers outside of the
arena I was told that I was ejected be
cause “that’s how fights start.” My ac
tions were compared to “walking down
a dark alley holding five hundred dol
lars in cash in my hand.”
Although my actions were probably
not appreciated by most of the fans in
the arena, they were completely within
my rights as a spectator. I paid just as
much money as anybody else to watch
that game and I have the right to cheer
for the team of my choosing. I feel that
my rights were sacrificed in order to
maintain a sense of decorum at arena.
Why was the student who knocked my
hat off not asked to leave? Why was the
student with the flag not ejected? These
are threatening acts, and I on the other
hand threatened nobody. I truly hope that
the actions taken by the Providence Col
lege security were not influenced by my
Arab ethnicity. I feel that this matter
should be made public to your student
body.
Anthony Michael Salem

Lenten meatless
Fridays are just
peachy
I was very pleased to see that Alumni
Cafeteria was not serving meat last Fri
day as I dined there that evening. As a
Catholic institution it is perfectly accept
able that meat is not served on Fridays
during Lent in accordance with Catho
lic law. For those who would like a ham
burger on Friday, there are many inex
pensive ways to go about obtaining that,
for as far as I know, the Newport Cream
ery a few blocks away still serves meat.
Unfortunately in these liberal times
of such outspoken opinions, a strict fol-

The administration’s
position on the
Vagina Monologues
As submitted by the Providence
College Cabinet
The Feb. 7,2002, issue of The Cowl
carried an article indicating that students
from the organization, Women’s Will,
will stage a production of the
controversial Vagina Monologues on the
campus of Providence College in
March. The article indicated that
Student Services denied Women’s Will
permission to perform the Monologues
last year because the behavior and
lifestyles it portrays in a positive light
and the vulgar language it uses conflict
with the ideals and values of Providence
College. The article also noted that
because “the show is sponsored by an
academic department rather than an
administrative department, it now falls
under the category of academic
freedom...”
Authored by Eve Ensler and based
on the experiences of various women
she interviewed, the Vagina
Monologues endorses some behaviors
and lifestyles that are opposed to the
teaching of the Catholic Church. One
of the objectives of the college’s
educational program, explicitly
affirmed by the faculty in their
Handbook, is “the development of
ethics and values informed by the
teachings of Catholicism and the
Dominican Order.” Much of the content
of the Vagina Monologues runs counter
to this educational objective and does
not reflect the spiritual and moral values
embodied in the Mission Statement of
Providence College.
On the basis of the College’s Mission
and Objectives, the Administration has
the right to prohibit the performance of
the Vagina Monologues. On this
occasion, the Administration has made
a prudential decision not to do so.
However, it must be clear that the
Administration neither supports the
performance of the Monologues nor
condones any material that sanctions or
promotes behavior or lifestyles contrary
to the Mission Statement of Providence
College or the teachings of the Catholic
Church. In addition, college funds will
not be used in any way to promote or
support the production of the play.

lowing of religion comes upon ridicule
in the outside world. Hence the new
movie about an adolescent who forgoes
having sex for the Lenten season as his
sacrifice. It is comforting to know that
as a Catholic institution, PC will serve
as a symbol of religious values although
the world around it may disagree. It is
hardly fair to complain about the lack of
meat on Fridays as the Vagina Mono
logues encroach upon the campus in the
not so distant future. I believe PC is
being very lenient when it comes to be
liefs and practices outside of the Roman
Catholic realm, yet there is a need to
draw the line. If I go into a kosher res
taurant, I know not to ask for a ham and
cheese sandwich because that is against
some laws of Judaism. Just as one re
spects the kosher guidelines of that res
taurant, one should also respect the
guidelines of Lenten sacrifice.
Kudos to PC for keeping meat-free on
Friday this Lent. If you want a burger,
there’s a great burger joint over by Brown
I can recommend...perhaps you should
pick up an admissions application as well.
Kim Cutrone ’00

More letters on page 10 and
online at www.thecowl.com

The Cowl 10

Commentary

February 28,2002

The Cowl
Providence College's

STUDENT NEWSPAPER SINCE 1935

Editor-In-Chief
Ryan Ainscough ’02

Not so PC

Associate Editor-In-Chief
Kristin DiQuollo ’02

by Dustin Kahoud ’04

Business Manager
Marc Milheiro ’02
Asst. Business Manager
Andrea McHugh '03
Advertising Manager
Laura Bergemann '02
Asst. Advertising Manager
Hillary Murray '04
News Editor
Nicole McIntyre '02
Asst. News Editor
Frank Caliva ’04

World Editor
Jay Higgins ’03

Commentary Editor
Dave Holman '03
Asst. Commentary Editor
Erin Simmeth ’03
Arts & Entertainment Editor
Mark Balas ’03
Asst. Arts & Entertainment Editors
Adrienne Larsen-Silva ’02
Dave Quinn '04
Portfolio Editor
Joan Barker ’04
Sports Editor
R.J. Friedman ’03
Asst. Sports Editor
Virginia Cheng ’03

Photography Manager
John Englishmen ’03
Asst. Photography Manager
Pete Johnson ’03
Copy Editing Staff
Amy Okrongly ’03
Jessica Albetski '04
Timothy King ’04
Business Staff
Nicole Hamann '02
Lauren Tupper ’02
Mike Williams ’02
Kirsten Hansen ’03
Kim Sagan ’04
Sarah Long ’04

Clubs & Organizations
Emily Heininger '04
Roving Photographers
Dave Quinn ’04
Amanda Zoller ’04

Web Support
Brian Black '04
Tech Support
Chris Severino '04

Moderator
Kirk Brague

Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentar
ies and Letters to the Editor from all mem
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length and only one will be published per
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ministrative supervisors reserve the right to
edit articles and letters for space and clar
ity.
However, if there is a portion you spe
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please
inform the Editor-in-Chicf. Letters to the
Editor are the opinions of the writer only
and do not reflect the viewpoint of The Cowl
staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed
or faxed to The Cowl office no later than 5
p.m. on the Monday before publication. Mail
submissions to Box 2981 Providence, RI
02918, fax to 401-865-1202, submit online
at www.thecowl.com, e-mail to
thecowi@providence.edu, or hand deliver to
The Cowl Office in Slavin 104A. Call 401865-2214 with any questions.

Weekly Subscription Rate is $25.00 per
year by mail. Student subscription is

To all PC students: During the recess, representatives of the
Residence Life Office and the Physical Plant reserve the right to
inspect your room for health and fire hazards.

Tangents anil Tirades
At the beach and need a towel? Spread out some pages of The Cowl
and absorb some knowledge and worldliness... through osmosis.
New American high notes set a new Olympic low It is pretty sad that the band
KISS, Christina Aguilera, and N*SYNC represented the best in American
entertainment at the closing ceremonies of the Winter Olympics. In the presence of
delegations of people from all over the world, not to mention the millions who
viewed the ceremony via television, it is downright embarrassing that this was the
best our country had to offer. What is even more depressing about the state of
American culture is that Willie Nelson and Bon Jovi somehow seemed to redeem
the whole thing. —Stephanie Pietros ’04
Red-faced and singing the stereotypical blues If there is one thing I am sick of
reading, it is articles about the alleged giant gap between the states that voted for Bush
(“red states,” after their color on most, but not all, maps) and those that voted for Gore
(“blue states,” for the same reason). Even when the author tries to be impartial and
even-handed, he always seems to reach one of two conclusions—either blue-staters
are intelligent and enlightened and red-staters are dumb, racist hicks, or red-staters are
the God-fearing salt of the Earth and blue-staters have no morals, no religion, and no
patriotism. If no one can come up with an original and non-stereotyped take on the
story, then everyone should stop writing about it. —James Kabala ’02

Sport or not a sport: skating? Sorry, but no. Bless you oh muses for finally
giving me a legitimate excuse to bash the scourge of the Olympic Games. I
understand that the combination of diminutive Eastern European women in short,
tight outfits and sequined'smiley men with poofy hair usually equals ratings, but
figure skating does not belong in the Olympics. It is a performance, not a sport.
Say what you will about curling but at least there is a definite winner that is
determined by a systematic method of scoring, not by the arbitrary opinion of some
smug old judge. If we have figure skating in the Olympics, why not have other
forms of performance art and let some judges decided which display is the best? I
am not saying that its easy or without its merits. It just is not a sport. Sorry Brian
Boitano, you’re going to have to save the “flair” and the “pizzazz” for Broadway.
—John McHugh ’03

Well golly, it was only domestic?!?
Last Tuesday was an awful night, with
rumors flying about students being attacked and held at gunpoint. The next afternoon,
(oh-so-timely for a possible emergency situation) we were informed about the scene
witnessed behind St. Joe’s. Rest assured, read the notice on our doors, “There is
every indication that the alleged incident involved a dispute between a male and
female companion, and not an assault by an unknown assailant.” Whew, the girl
was only being beat up by her boyfriend! Who worries about that stuff? It’s only
domestic violence. No worry that over 60 percent of all rapes occur with a familiar
assailant. Oh, she wasn’t even a student? Who cares. I feel perfectly secure knowing
that the assailant is still walking around campus, possibly armed, as long as he is a
student who just beats up his girlfriend. This is Providence College, what could
possibly happen here? —Erin Simmeth ’03

Dropping the “V-word” We have yet to read or see a performance of the Vagina
Monologues. Thus, we cannot yet speak intelligently of the work itself. Word on
street is that it is about empowering women. In that case, more power to you. The
upcoming March 14 performance (which we plan to attend out of curiosity) has
made splashes on these pages and in Harkins Hall. It continues to do so with its
recent advertising campaign. One such poster reads, “Is your V ready? It’s coming,”
obviously implying “vagina.” It seems that this type of ad campaign speaks little of
the empowerment of women, but supports the theory that the play is being put on
for its pure shock value, one of the main reasons that the administration was against
it in the first place. But we will reserve judgment until we see the production.
—Dave Holman ’03 and R.J. Friedman ’03

Online Poll Results
Poll for the 2/21 issue: “How well do you think the
administration handled the response to the death of senior John
Philpott?”
It had a prompt, sensitive, and informative response.
It had a reasonably prompt response, but it was very vague.
.............................(39%, 55 votes)

Its response was neither comprehensive nor timely.

INCLUDED IN TUITION FEE. CORRESPONDENCE
CAN BE MAILED DIRECTLY TO : THE COWL,

Providence College, Providence, Rhode
Island 02918.

(23%, 33 votes)

Poll current as of Wednesday 3 p.m.

Letters to
the Editor
Recycle it,
don’t trash it
Did you know that we recycle bottles,
cans, glass and newspapers here at
Providence College? Did you know that
it is incredibly easy too? There should
be a recyc’ing bin located in the common
area on your floor and in your trash room
in order to make it the most convenient
for you.
As we all know, recycling here at PC
has become a very important issue for
all of us: students, faculty, adminis
tration, and UNICCO workers alike. In
working with the Office of
Environmental Health and Safety, it has
become quite evident that recycling is
not one of the top priorities of people on
our campus. The overabundance of cans
from “weekend festivities” continue to
get thrown in the trash, even if there is a
recycle bin labeled, “Bottles, Cans, and
Glass,” in the same trash room! The
extensive amount of newspapers the
apartment buildings receive sometimes
manage to find their way to the recycle
bin. Instead of throwing these out, I ask
you to please take the extra five seconds
and place all your recyclables in their
proper recycle bins. Believe me: it is not
that hard.
The trash room may have a strong
odor, but I would ask every student to
take that extra second, that ex,tra step,
and place your recyclables in their proper
bin. It is not that hard and you will be
helping yourself in the future. If you have
any questions or problems, please call
the Recycling Hotline at ex. 1881 or
check out our website on the PC
homepage.
Courtney Martin
Office of Environmental Health and
Safety

In defense of the
Superfans
A letter last week (2/21 issue) ad
dressed my conduct when Maine
defenseman Eric Metcalf fell to the ice.
He was not lying motionless and not
grabbing his lower body in pain. He had
taken a hit to his arm. He skated off the
ice and did not miss a shift. I do not re
gret what I did. Yes, if this had been a
PC player, I would have been yelling at
the referee. That is what you do. And
that’s not just at Providence.
It is called home field advantage.
Look it up. Fans at Northeastern use
megaphones to harass players during
play, at Maine they are led by their coach
who urges loud fans to be rowdy, at
Michigan they find the opposing team’s
parents and chant “ugly parents,” and

Superfan responds, page 11
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Cheese and pepperoni—hold the beatings
by John

McHugh ’03

Commentary Staff

To what extent do businesses have a
responsibility to keep their clientele
“under control?” This has been the
question facing the Providence Board of
Licensing since Jan. 17, when two men
were shot, another was stabbed, and a
police officer beaten by a cheering mob
outside of Pizza Queen and Saki’s Pizza
House on Weybosset Street.
Up until that night, both restaurants
had 24-hour operating licenses from the
city. After all the downtown bars and
clubs closed for the evening, Saki’s and
Pizza Queen were basically the only
restaurants in the area still open for
business.
Throngs of drunken,
testosterone-induced club-goers, all
looking to establish their position as the
dominant male in the bizarre world of
urban night life, were left with no place
to butt heads except these two late-night
pizza parlors. This apparent recipe for
disaster proved to be just that, resulting
in about 130 incident reports over the last
year and culminating in the Jan. 17 ersatz
display of anti-institutional hatred.
The Providence Board of Licensing
eventually ordered Pizza Queen and Saki’s
to close promptly at 2 a.m. and to hire a
police officer to work detail on Friday and
Saturday nights. Last week, the night after
the board made its decision, there was
another incident involving a police officer
in Saki’s and many are calling for a
complete revocation of both restaurants’
operating licenses.
One could say that any suggestion to
shut down either restaurant completely
is a reflection of our society’s general
tendency to downplay the individual’s
ability to make decisions. Drunk drivers

sue bars that served them. Smokers sue
cigarette companies. The common
theme here is one of irresponsibility. As
tasty as the sweet, sweet booze, is and
as happy as the people smoking butts in
the magazine ads actually look, the fact
of the matter is that the consumer is the
one responsible to make an educated
decision. It is not the bar’s fault that a
drunk driver crashed his car, and it is not
the pizza place’s fault when somebody
goes there to start trouble.
But what makes matters in the
restaurant situation ridiculous is that it is
completely disanalogous to my previous,
equally ridiculous examples. Pizza is not
a socially dangerous product. It certainly
is not going to kill anybody and it very
rarely incites anger. Yet the city is looking
to blame these pizza parlors for the unruly
crowds that are largely the result of the
bars and clubs that foster them. After all,
it is easier to shut down a couple of small
establishments than to attack big business
clubs, many of which are owned and
operated by national corporations.
I am not suggesting that the city allow
businesses to be open all hours of the
night. That just would not work in what
is supposed to be a peaceful, ordered
society. I just have an intuitive problem
with the language of blame that has been
used in the city’s case against the
restaurants. For example, the rationale
of Assistant City Solicitor Kevin
McHugh (who wants both restaurants
shut down) is as follows: “If they can’t
control [the crowds], they don’t deserve
to keep their licenses.”
Any thought along these lines is
completely absurd. Incidents that take
place inside their restaurants are one
thing, but you cannot expect the owners
to stop fights taking place in the streets.

One could say that any suggestion to shut down
either restaurant completely is a reflection of
our society’s general tendency to downplay the
individual’s ability to make decisions.
Granted, the pizza parlors may be what
attracts the crowds in the first place, but
they do not incite or encourage violence
any more than the bars that feed booze
to all these animals.
With that in mind, the limitation on
the restaurants’ operating hours should
not be instated as a punishment, but as a
compulsion to act for the betterment of
the city. There is a difference between
the two. To limit the time that these
restaurants can stay open for the purpose
of maintaining a peaceful society is a
justifiable action intended to protect the
greater good. To shut down both
restaurants completely (or to even give
them the stigma of blame for the assault
of a police officer) would be nothing but

an undeserved punishment.
Instead of proponing a more positive
attitude, the city has used aggressive,
punishment-type rhetoric that has done
nothing but incite more anger by placing
blame directly on the two businesses.
Now we have yet another “us against
them” situation on Weybosset Street. A
distrust and hatred of authority is what
characterized the angry mob on Jan. 17,
and it is this same mindset that revealed
itself the day after the board’s decision.
Let these guys sell their pizza, and let us
consider their compliance with the
board’s decision to cut their hours a
sacrifice for the common good, not a
punishment for wrong behavior.

Superfan responds
-Continued from page 10similar antics are found in other colleges. My actions are no different. I keep my
comments in the context of the game. That includes making sure opposing teams
know that this is our house and I am helping to provide PC with the same home
ice advantage that other schools have.
PC does not have a truly fine reputation as fans like the letter suggests. We are
known as the quietest school in both basketball and hockey. We cannot fill a
3000-seat on-campus arena or the 1000 to 1500 student seats at The Dunk. My
actions may give us a reputation as rowdy or obnoxious, but at least we will have
one.
Collin Hager ’03

Memo to Bible-thumpers: Not-so-intelligent design is still holy
by

Erin Simmeth ’03

Asst. Commentary Editor

At Providence College, we seek the
truth. According to the Dominican
tradition, truth comes from God, whether
through His revelation which we study
as theology, or from the power of reason
He gave us which makes possible all
other modes of thought, from philosophy
to language to the sciences themselves.
Thus when scientific truth seems to
contradict revelation, the Church must
attempt to reconcile fact with faith.
One such conflict appears in the
debate between creationism and
evolutionism. This debate has sparked
controversy in the public domain over
whether creationism should be given a
place alongside evolution in classroom
texts. Since creationism has been
rejected by the Supreme Courts as a
theology, not a scientific theory, a new
hypothesis has been introduced: the idea
of Intellectual Design. This theory,
which accepts the fact of evolution but
argues the necessity for a plan for its
development, may soon be taught in
Ohio classrooms, pending a vote there
later this month. With the support of
President Bush, natural selection may
have to move over as the sole force in
the creation of species as taught in
classrooms in the near future.
Not long ago, evolution was taboo in
the classroom. In 1987, Harvard
professor and evolutionary biologist
Steven Jay Gould wrote that “scientists
have been lucky to get anything at all
about evolution into books for high
school students ever since Scopes’s trial
in 1925.” By the 1990’s, evolution was
present in most state curricula. Kansas
made a brief exception, when the State
Board of Education voted in 1999 to
remove evolution from state textbooks,
only to have the vote overturned one year
later in a Republican primary.
The older battle to keep creationism
in schools was championed by
Christians, particularly of the
fundamental sort. The updated version,
as many describe Intelligent Design

theory, is non-denominatonal, and yet
still seems closely tied to the original
creationist debate. The leading think
tank for the Intelligent Design idea is the
Discovery Institute in Seattle,
Washington, part of whose $1.1 million
budget is funded by evangelical
Christians. As a conservative Catholic
institution, some students are surprised
to learn that evolution is firmly planted
in the Providence College curriculum.
However, after looking at the Church’s
history in this controversial debate
between science and religion, one would
hardly expect a Catholic school to teach
creation as science.

The human soul must
have been created
especially as the
culmination of His
plan, requiring an
“ontological leap”
between animal
unconsciousness and
human knowledge.
The basic idea of evolution, that
humans are developed from animals,
appears to directly contradict the
theological conception of man as
separate and superior to the rest of
creation, being made in the image of
God with intellect and free will.
However, the Catholic Church never
reactively denied the possible validity
of Darwin’s theories. In fact, according
to Edmund D. Pellegrino in his
commentary on Pope John Paul H’s
Message on Evolution, the Church has
maintained a “dialogue” between faith
and science ever since the publication
of Darwin’s Origin of Species in 1859.
In his Message on Evolution (1996),
Pope John Paul II recalls that “in his

ERIC DRAPER/White House

“See, that’s where Peter fused faith and reason”: Pope John Paul II gives
President and Mrs. Bush the grand tour of Rome July 23, 2001.
Encyclical Humani generis (1950) my
predecessor Pius XII...stated that there was
no opposition between evolution and the
doctrine of the faith about man and his
vocation, on condition that one did not lose
sight of several indisputable points.”
According to Pope John Paul II, the
essential “condition” Pius XII stressed
was the existence of the spiritual soul in
human beings alone. The fact that, in
Christian theology, God gave human
beings intellect and will separately from
all the rest of Creation would prove that
the human mind could not have
developed out of an animal brain. The
human soul must have been created
especially as the culmination of His plan,
requiring an “ontological leap” between
animal unconsciousness and human
knowledge. As long as this essential
point is acknowledged, says the Pope,
there is no reason why a faithful Catholic
cannot accept evolution as a modern,
scientific explanation of the revelation

given in Genesis thousands of years ago.
This conditional acceptance is
completely different from the
fundamental rejection of any ideas not
expressly outlined in Scripture, as
characterizes the position of modern
creationists. It is also not the watereddown agnostic view of the Intelligent
Design theory. Whether or not this
theory is really creationism in stealth
mode attempting to smuggle religion
into classrooms is irrelevant, except for
one point: nothing should be taught in a
science textbook except, well, science—
and scientific theory requires that
nothing is a fact until it can be
scientifically proven.
The Catholic Church stands behind
truth, whether revealed or uncovered by
human ingenuity. If the theory of
Intelligent Design can withstand
decades of testing, and can be supported
by scientific evidence, then it will be
taught as science. The truth will allow
nothing less.

Commentary
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R.I.’s unWarranted redistricting
by

Stephanie Pietros ’04

Commentary Staff

The Rhode Island General Assembly
is redistricting the state’s 150 legislative
districts as well as downsizing the legis
lative body, creating quite a stir in the
typically apathetic cronyism fondly
known as Rhode Island politics. Gover
nor Lincoln Almond, in his hallmark
noncommittal way, did not sign the bill
or veto it. It will become state law virtu
ally by default.
Various interest groups, among them
the town of Bristol, plan to protest the
legality of this law, however. Although
many of the issues raised by these vari
ous groups about the plan are legitimate
and contend the illogical and inequitable
elements of the plan, many of their pro
posed suggestions are rooted in the same
warped logic as that was used in devel
oping the plan.
The state General Assembly’s redis
tricting of the congressional and senato
rial districts is required every ten years.
This year, the redistricting coincides with
a voter-mandated downsizing of the
number of representatives and senators
from 100 to 75 and from 50 to 38, re
spectively.
One major point of contention with
the new districts is that many small cit
ies and towns have been divided to be
parts of several other larger districts.
Such is the case with the town of Bristol,

Providence will have
only double the number
of representatives as
Coventry, despite the
fact that its population
is nearly six times that
of Coventry.

a small community now divided among
three other districts. Residents of Bristol
will not constitute a majority in any of
the districts, and the town is now suing
the state in hopes of overturning the plan,
something they have threatened to do
since the initial planning phases. The
town sent an emissary to the Senate ma
jority leader back in November, held
public hearings with various town offi
cials, and even proposed amendments to
the bill. All of their attempts were virtu
ally ignored, and now the town feels it
has no choice but to follow through on
their threatened lawsuit.
In addition to the division of Bristol
residents into minorities, it appears that
one of the districts which includes Bristol
residents was gerrymandered to create a

Republican district. The district com
bines a large portion of Barrington and
the northwest portion of Bristol, both of
which are traditionally Republican, as
evidenced by voting records of both ar
eas. Warren is illogically left out of the
district, despite the fact that geography
would logically assign it to the district.
The northern portion of Warren, which
would be the logical area to include in
the district, is more traditionally Demo
cratic, clearly illustrating Republican
gerrymandering.
Gerrymandering has become an issue
because of the manner in which the
Providence districts were redrawn, al
though in this case it appears as though
it is the representatives themselves who
are suggesting it. One of the complaints
that Providence representatives have
raised with regards to the redistricting is
the disproportionate representation that
Providence will have in comparison to
other areas. According to Providence
Rep. David Cicilline (D-Dist. 4), the
town of Coventry, which has a popula
tion of 33,000, will keep all six of its
representatives under the new plan,
while Providence, with a population of
173,000 will lose four representatives.
Providence will have only double the
number of representatives as Coventry,
despite the fact that its population is
nearly six times that of Coventry. Like
Bristol, Providence representatives have
appealed to the reapportionment com

mittee since the beginning. However,
their concerns appear to have been by
and large ignored.
Cicilline’s complaint about Prov
idence’s representation is not the illogi
cal aspect of his problems to the redis
tricting plan. He, along with special in
terest groups within the community, have
suggested that increased minority popu
lations within the city necessitate the
formation of districts in which these
minorities will constitute the majority,
in essence, a politically correct form of
gerrymandering. This has no more logi
cal basis than the gerrymandering which
is evident in the new Bristol districts.
Cicilline is correct that Providence’s
urban center needs require it to be fairly
represented. It certainly makes little
sense for it to have a disproportionate
number of representatives to other com
munities, but to suggest that districts are
drawn along ethnic lines is no better than
to draw them along party lines, as was
done in Bristol. It is highly doubtful that
the plan will ever have unanimous sup
port among the conflicting interests of
the diverse interest groups who are ei
ther supporting it or protesting it. It is
clear, however, that much work needs to
be done in order to work out some of the
finer details of the plan. The voice of
the opposition cannot be ignored this
time around. Hopefully the threat of law
suits will allow for more adult behavior
and compromise.

“Silence, infidel citizen! There’s an election on!”
(and other such campaign finance observations)
pendent ads after mid-August.
Registering as a PAC is more arduous than it sounds.
APAC must follow government regulations that a nonPAC would not have to follow. A person would be
limited in how much money he could give to a PAC. A
PAC must be willing to make public its donor list.
Many groups would just give up and decide not to run
the ad.
Furthermore, this might be just the tip of the ice
berg. If McCain-Feingold fails in its goal to reduce
the number of ads run by independent groups—if more
groups than expected decide to bite the bullet and reg
ister as PACs—then we may soon see an attempt to do
what many reformers openly desire—a complete, and
even more blatantly unconstitutional, ban on all inde
pendent ads. Not to harp on the Time article, but it
reports as a “downside” of McCain-Feingold that

However, the media seem to
have forgotten that they
are not the only ones whose
right to free speech
deserves protection.
Yahoo News

You see, the Incumbent Family will make you an offer you cannot refuse. It’s called campaign finance.
Rep. Martin Meehan (D-Mass.), Rep. Chris Shays, (R-Conn.), Sen. Russ Feingold (D-Wis.), and Sen.
John McCain (R-Ariz.) hold a campaign finance news conference Feb. 12, 2002.
by James

Kabala ’02

Commentary Staff

You know, I don’t know who the media think they
are. Week after week, they dare to run editorials and
columns attacking or praising various politicians and
public figures. Sometimes they even seem to be trying
to influence people in their news articles. Look at an
article in the Feb. 25 issue of Time. Blatantly biased in
favor of the legislation, the article refers to House Ma
jority Whip Tom DeLay as “wily” and calls one of his
amendments “a clever ‘poison pill.’” Maybe we should
forbid media outlets from mentioning a politician by
name. Not all year round, of course—people have to
stay informed somehow. I suggest that it be forbidden
for 30 days before a primary and 60 days before a gen
eral election. Those are nice, round numbers.
No, I do not actually mean any of this. Any attempt
to pass such a law would be instantly and rightly recog
nized as a terrible infringement on the First Amendment
guarantee of freedom of the press. Any politician who
dared to suggest such a thing would, I hope, be sum

marily turned out of office at the next election. The me
dia themselves would be the first to raise the alarm.
However, the media seem to have forgotten that
they are not the only ones whose right to free speech
deserves protection. The editorials of the New York
Times seem to regard campaign finance reform, as ex
pressed in the McCain-Feingold/Shays-Meehan Bills,
as an all-but-sacred cause. Nearly every “objective”
news article, like the aforementioned Time article,
seems to take the rightness of campaigrt finance re
form for granted. However, one of the key provisions
of McCain-Feingold is a serious attack on the free
speech rights of Americans.
McCain-Feingold would require any independent
group that wishes to run an ad to do one of two things.
Either it must register as a Political Action Commit
tee, or it cannot run an advertisement even mentioning
a political candidate by name for 30 days before a pri
mary or 60 days before a general election. In a state
like Massachusetts or Rhode Island, where the primary
is generally in mid-September and therefore itself
within the 60-day period, this would result in no inde

“groups could still make the attacks through a variety
of other means, such as direct mail, phone banks[,] and
e-mail.” That’s right—a prestigious newsmagazine is
decrying the fact that the government will not regulate
what people mail each other.
There are two chief objections to independent ads,
neither of which really stands up under analysis. Some
argue that independent ads can be run by wealthy indi
viduals or money-laden groups, which would allegedly
corrupt the political process. However, media outlets
are also run by wealthy and opinionated individuals,
from the conservative Rupert Murdoch to the liberal
Ted Turner. If we agree that freedom of the press should
not be impinged because of the wealth of the person
involved, then we should agree that this cannot apply
to freedom of speech either.
The other main objection to independent ads is that
they sometimes distort the truth or use vicious attacks.
The most infamous example of this is the graphic
NAACP ad implying that George W. Bush was not
sufficiently opposed to the murder of James Byrd.
However, the still-legal ads of candidates themselves
are not always known for even-handedness and fair
ness. If an independent group runs an unfair or dis
honest ad, then it can be opposed by a counter-ad or, in
an extreme case, libel laws. The answer is not to muzzle
all ads because of the sins of a few.
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Movie
The big Lebowski
Directed by Ethan Coen
Only the Coen brothers could make
a movie that successfully intertwines
the stories of an aimless hippy known
as “the Dude,” a monomaniacal
Vietnam veteran, a Malibu porn
mogul, a band of techno nihilists, a
feminist painter, and a sitcom writer
in a steel lung. It will take more than
one viewing to understand fully
understand the intricacies of
Lebowski's plot, but that’s okay,
because the subtle humor will
become more and more entertaining
each time. If for no other reason,
watch this movie for the scenes
between John Goodman, Jeff
Bridges, and Steve Buscemi. Their
comedic chemistry is nothing short
of magic.

Page 13

Trial of the

Century!
Blackfriars Theatre performed
John Logan’s dramatization of
Chicago ’s Leopold and Loeb
case, with a voracity
seldom seen in the
PC theater department

Clockwise from right: Loeb (Francis Poulin ’03),
Leopold (Ryan Brown ’02), and Clarence Darrow (Mark
Pekham). A newspaper account of the case. The real life
Leopold, Darrow, and Loeb.

Music
Radiohead
Amnesiac
Capitol Records
It may not be intelligible KM) percent
of the time, but Thom Yorke's
wailing falsetto is one of the most
beautiful sounds on earth. Radiohead
has come a long way since the
traditional two-and-a-half minute
rock songs of Pablo Honey. They ’ ve
become more experimental with each
album, and each experiment sounds
better than the previous. This album
moves effortlessly from haunting to
jarring. The only thing more moving
than listening to this album is
experiencing a live performance of
it.

Bottom
the
Line
_____________________ By Erin Keller ’02
Photos courtesy of Blackfriars Theatre

Never the Sinner A kiss is just a kiss?
-An A&E commentary-

Review

Book
The Beach
b.y Alex Garland
Okay, I’ll admit it — the movie
wasn't that good. They destroyed
the rainforest to produce it. the
techno soundtrack was disorienting,
and Leo’s acting was marginal at
best. But don't let the Hollywood
bastardization deter you from
Garland's original text. A natural
storyteller, and perhaps the most
talented young writer of our time.
Garland uses terse, powerful
chapters to build this story of a
wayward young traveler into an
unforgettable climax. In the end,
you'll find yourself reflecting on the
old themes of Lord of the Flies and
Heart of Darkness, but you'll have
a tresh. modern perspective on
them.

—by Mark M. Balas ’03, A&E Editor
Near the end of Never the Sinner’s first act, uber-lawyer
Clarence Darrow (Mark Peckham) defends himself against
prosecutor Helen Crowe’s (Megan Peters ’02) personal attacks
and goals in defending murderers Leopold and Loeb. Darrow
dismisses her affronts by quoting the adage, “hate the sin, never
the sinner,” and follows that saying’s direction as his defense
against a death sentence for the young killers. Therein lies
Never the Sinner’s thematic question: is it wrong for two young
men to kill a boy if they are following an ideology that says
it’s not? Is it wrong even if society says that killing is alright?
An obvious basis for Alfred Hitchcock’s Rope, and Quentin
Tarantino’s Natural Bom Killers screenplay, Never the Sinner
tells the tale of Nathan Leopold (Ryan Brown ’02) and Richard
Loeb (Francis “J.R.” Poulin ’03), two overly-rich, overlyeducated, overly-sexed young men who, in the Chicago
summer of 1924, murdered a neighborhood boy just to see if
they could. Carrying with it homosexual overtones, and
suggestions of extreme moral relativism, Never the Sinner was
truly a daring choice to perform.

The death of Superman, page 17

This past weekend, the Blackfriars Theatre presented
John Logan’s play Never the Sinner to a consistently filled
audience. The play is based on the true story of Nathan
Leopold Jr. and Richard Loeb, two brilliant teenaged
millionaires who killed a young boy just to prove they could
do it. It focuses on their life and the “trial of the century”
that ensued after they committed their crime. According to
director Mary Farrell, the Providence College
administration had a problem with an aspect of Never the
Sinner’s subject matter, yet it was not the murder that caused
them unease—it was the circumstances that surrounded
Leopold and Loeb’s known homosexuality.
In Act One, there is a kiss between Leopold and Loeb. It
is not a gratuitous act to draw shock. It isn’t even to convey
that they are homosexuals, for this has already been strongly
alluded to, if not established. The kiss is actually very
meaningful plot-wise because it shows Loeb’s power over
Leopold—how Leopold will consider doing something
murderous and completely immoral simply for the approval
and affection of Loeb. The administration strongly
suggested that the kiss be cut. One reason was that the kiss
might imply support of a lifestyle not conducive with the
mission of Providence College. The play’s director, Mary
Farrell, pointed out while this may be true, Never the Sinner
is a play, not a propaganda vehicle. Just like any good piece
of theatre, its purpose was to tell a story, not to impose
views.
Sealed without a kiss, page 17
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Dropping like a Fly
by Adrienne

Larsen-Silva ’02

Asst. A&E Editor

Anything that’s been watered down
is never as good as what inspired it, and
Dragonfly is no exception. Although it
has its moments, the movie is really
nothing more than a poor attempt to be
another Sixth Sense — with perhaps a
few overtones of Ghost. That doesn’t
sound too bad at first, but in this case,
Dragonfly just tries too hard to be too
many things. The fact that Kevin
Costner is the leading man doesn’t help
either.

Dragonfly
Directed by Tom Shadyac
Providence Place, Rated PG-13

As the movie opens, Dr. Emily
Darrow (Susanna Thompson), who
works in South America, is in the midst
of a frantic phone call to her husband,
Joe (Kevin Costner). After the
connection is lost, Emily boards a bus
with the native families in order to try
and outrun the imminent flooding. The
bus never makes it; going around a steep
mountain cliff, it becomes stuck in the
mud and eventually goes over the side
into the river below.
The scene changes to Illinois, where
Joe (Kevin Cosnter), a doctor, has a
difficult time dealing with his wife’s
death. He works extra shifts at the
hospital to take his mind off his loss,
despite the hospital administrator’s
suggestions that he take some time off.
Joe is reminded of Emily everywhere,
but especially when he sees a dragonfly.
Because Emily had similarly shaped
birthmark on her shoulder, she had had
a fascination with the insect. Soon after
her death, Joe comes across dragonflies
everywhere.
Joe decides that in order to help
himself deal with her death, he must
fulfill a promise he made to her but never
kept - to look in on her young patients
while she was away. Joe begins to visit
the pediatric ward, and the ward’s young
patients begin to tell him strange

things—they’ve seen Emily, either in
dreams or in near-death experiences, and
there’s something she needs to tell Joe.
Additionally, all of the children draw the
same shape after experiencing this - a
cross made from squiggly lines.
Consequently, Joe, a man of no particular
faith, must figure out what all of these
signs mean for him.
The film had potential, but
unfortunately, director Tom Shadyac left
it largely undeveloped. First of all, the
plot is pretty predictable. Even when
Shadyac succeeds in making the
audience jump, it’s still foreseeable. He
even gives a few things away within the
earlier dialogue, some of which may as
well have a neon sign flashing
“foreshadowing” in the corner of the
screen. Secondly, Shadyac tries a little
too hard to fit this movie into several
different genres. It’s billed as a “thriller,”
and although it does have some
suspenseful moments, the film as a
whole is more of a drama. One of the
key themes of the story is that Emily
contacts Joe through the subconscious
of others - a rather fascinating notion
that would have made for a more
interesting plot if they had explored it
further. Additionally, the romantic
elements of the movie are too belated.
In order for them to work, they would
have had to have been more of a driving
force in the film, or else completely
eliminated altogether. Lastly, calling the
film Dragonfly is rather a misnomer;
Emily’s fascination only works as a
catalyst, it doesn’t have much to do with
the point of the movie. If it has some
otherworldly importance, it’s never
explained, which is a little disappointing.
The acting is no better than mediocre.
Costner is believable, but barely. His
performance seems secondary to all the
odd, outside things that are going on in
the picture. In a word, he’s completely
forgettable. A single bright spot in the
film is Kathy Bates as his next door
neighbor, a middle-aged lawyer who
does her best to help him out while he
deals with his loss. Bates is always an
energetic, accomplished actress, but in

I see squiggly lines...Kevin Costner is haunted by both the memories of his
wife, her restless spirit, and his declining acting career.
Dragonfly, there’s really no reason for
her character to exist other than to
continually tell Joe to move on with his
life. It is a waste of Bates’s talents to
cast her in such a meaningless role as
this.
Overall, the movie is tolerable and

mildly entertaining, but it’s not one that
you will discuss long after leaving the
theatre (which is what the trailers would
have you believe). Like Costner’s
acting, it’s entirely forgettable, but not
the worst way to kill two hours.
GRADE: C
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On Tuesday, Feb. 25, members of the Providence College community gathered to
remember and appreciate the artwork of the late senior John Philpott.
Dozens of students, faculty, and staff came together in the lobby of the Service
Building for a reception commemorating Philpott’s life and art. Along with his
paintings, an excerpt from an art history essay that he wrote was distributed.
It appears below:

“We as human individuals cannot give up hope. I think the
reason these men felt so trapped in despair is because of their
lack of faith. The artist has to try, no matter how hard, to
forgive. The artist has to try, no matter how hard, to love
their enemy, because it is up to the artist to save humanity. It
is up to the artist to believe that the gift God has bestowed
upon them can change people. Artists have to try to be pa
tient with the ignorant, but in the same sense, realize that
they do not need the material things
ignoramuses boast about”
—John J. Philpott 12/14/01
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Abstinence makes the heart grow fonder
Josh Hartnett shows his oft-neglected comedic side in his
master-of-your-domain comedy, 40 Days and 40 Nights
The rest of the supporting cast works
too. Roommate Paulo Costanzo delivers
many one-liners that, along with Matt’s
web-design coworkers, mock the
-absurdity of his situation. Erica, played
by A Knight’s Tale’s Shannyn Sossamon,
is fresh and unique. It’s rare to see a
character like her’s as the love interest
in a sex comedy. First of all, she’s
brunette. Second of all, she’s not
strikingly beautiful, wearing baggy
clothes and dark makeup. Still, she
works, and her relationship with Matt is
plausible. Together, their chemistry is
funny and exciting to watch. Moreover,
we want Matt to win her over, hoping
he’ll stop making the wrong choices and
just tell her the truth.
We have not come to expect anything
over the top from director Michael
Lehmann. Past movies like l£89’s
“Well she has a wonderful, um, personality...”: Josh Hartnett tries
Heathers and 1996’s The Truth About
to play is cool in Shannyn Sossaman’s presence.
Cats & Dogs contained sex-related
comedy. However, here, Lehmann goes
both sides: he talks with his sexually all out: there are moments of talking
by Dave Quinn ’04
charged roommate Ryan (Paulo religious statues and sex-related dreams,
Asst. A&E Editor
Costanzo) and his sexually abstinent as well a very awkward dinner
Lent is a season of soul-searching and soon-to-be priest brother, who’s thinking
repentance: for reflection and taking celibacy would be nice for Lent, a chance conversation with Matt’s family, and a
bathroom scene involving an overdose
stock. By observing the 40 days of Lent, for Matt to clear his head and truly enjoy
of Viagra. All could be blamed on a
the individual Christian imitates Jesus’ a life uncomplicated by the emotion,
vulgar script by Rob Perez. Lehmann is
withdrawal into the wilderness for 40 desires, and snags sex brings. In the end
best,however, when he lets his actors
days. We deprive ourselves of however, both are unsupportive of Matt’s
work. Upon first meeting, Matt and Erica
something we love, say chocolate or vow; Ryan even starts up an Internet site
spend a whole scene in the laundromat
video games, to remind us of the that sets up a pool, betting on when he
where Matt does not even say a word.
sacrifices Jesus made and unite us with will cave. To complicate matters, Matt
The scene where they finally get
His pain. For Matt Sullivan (Josh meets Erica (Shannyn Sossamon) at the
comfortable enough to sit down and have
Hartnett), Lent is a time to put aside the local laundromat, and while getting to
that long talk ends great, when Matt gives
know her, his vow is challenged. Erica the big “O” with some flowers and
Everyone is betting he will not finish well-placed breathing. I know I rushed
what he started, while Matt tries to hold out for lilies after that scene.
on and hopes Erica is willing to hold out.
The film is chock full of many
A couple of things need to be stated subplots that don’t necessarily go
Directed by Michael
about 40 Days and 40 Nights before this anywhere, but are entertaining to watch.
review continues. First, this is a guy’s They fill the space of the 40 days well,
Lehmann
movie. The trailer screams “romantic providing entertaining moments of fun.
Providence Place, Rated R
comedy and first date movie.” Well, it There’s Matt’s boss’s decision to take the
meaningless sex and masturbation he has isn’t a first date movie. Heck, it isn’t vow, as well as his brother’s struggle in
been enjoying daily and focus on the even a second date movie... or third... the seminary and Nicole’s desire to
finer things in life for the next 40 Days or fourth. Nights is an all-out, raunchy, sabotage the vow. Nights also addresses
sex-driven, nudity-filled flick—and I the power issue in relationships. Women,
and 40 Nights.
Okay, so it’s not exactly a candy bar. loved it. There’s a lot of naked hot girls who have the power of controlling a
But as we learn in this film, sex is a and lots of sexually comedic situations man’s amount of sex, have their whole
difficult thing to give up, especially that could leave the average girl a little system turned upside down when a man
under Matt’s conditions. No sex uncomfortable. This is the type of film chooses celibacy. Therefore, the women
whatsoever for 40 straight days includes guys need to go see with guys. We need in this movie must throw themselves on
no touching, no kissing, no foreplay, no to revel in our hormones and laugh. top of Matt to break the “movement.”
fooling around, no self-gratification, no Guys will understand this movie a lot Did I mention that I’ve decided to take a
nothing. Ah, now we have a challenge. more than girls will anyway. With higher vow of celibacy? Come see - 428 Fennell
See if Clinton could have lasted under sex drives than the average female, Hall.
gentlemen know how hard it is going 40
that definition of sexual relations.
All in all, 40 Days and 40 Nights plays
This all comes about after Matt’s last minutes sometimes... let alone 40 days! well for a good laugh, proving to be the
Not to say that there is not stuff for best comedy out there right now. The
big relationship ends in disaster. Nicole
(Vinessa Shaw from last year’s disaster girls in the movie: there is Josh Hartnett. only problem it faces is when it includes
Corky Romano) was the perfect Overall, he gives a very strong and anti-Catholic messages of priest’s and
girlfriend for Matt: smart, funny, and believable acting performance as a guy nun’s inner sexual desires. Still, take that
attractive. Yet she’s broken his heart and who has never been able to finish or leave it at the door. In my perspective,
is now engaged to someone else. Matt anything and who puts himself to the it all fit within the joke, obviously not
does what any guy recovering from a ultimate commitment test. Hartnett was providing an accurate view of the
past long-term relationship does: he goes wonderful in The Virgin Suicides, but religious today. Besides, if we were to
off and sleeps with every girl willing, performances in Pearl Harbor and O throw out all cultural entertainment that
which equates to just about a girl every have failed to show what he’s capable mocked the Catholic Church, Providence
night when you are Josh Harnett. Six of. Here we see the comedic side of College would not be teaching The
months later, this excessive sex has left Hartnett, playful and shy, silly but Canterbury Tales. I’m sure they’ve
Matt tired and frustrated. His heart is lovable. This movie would not work for offended a friar here or there.
just not in it anymore, as he still can’t guys if he did not win us over, and GRADE: Aseem to get over Nicole. Matt considers Hartnett is able to do that.

40 Days and 40
Nights

Soon, your wallet will be filled
with plenty of stubs...
Free movies, CDs, plays, and
meals are just an application away.
Write for A&E,
Slavin 104A - x2214.
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Movie
Times
Starting 3/1

Avon Cinema
260 Thayer St. Providence, RI421 -0020
Iris: 7:30, 9:30; Sat & Sun: 1:00, 3:00
Monty Python and the Holy Grail: Sat
& Sun: 5:00; Fri & Sat: Midnight

Showcase Seekonk, RL 6
800 Fall River Ave, Seekonk, Mass.,
(508) 336-6020
40 Days and 40 Nights: 12:40, 3:05,
5:25, 8:00, 10:15,12:15; Sun-Thurs: no
12:55 show
Dragonfly: 12:00,2:25,4:50,7:20,9:50,
12:00; Sun-Thurs: no 12:00 show
Hart’s War: 1:00, 4:00, 7:10, 10:00,
12:30; Sun-Thurs: no 12:30 show
Crossroads: 12:15, 2:40, 5:00, 7:30,
9:55, 12:10; Sun-Thurs: no 12:10 show
Big Fat Liar: 12:30, 2:45, 5:05, 7:25,
9:45, 11:45; Sun-Thurs: no 11:45 show
Monster’s Ball: 1:10, 3:50, 6:50, 9:35,
11:50; Sun-Thurs: no 11:50 show
I Am Sam: 12:20, 3:25, 6:40, 9:40,
12:20; Sun-Thurs: no 12:20 show
Snow Dogs: 12:10, 2:30, 4:50
GosfordPark: 7:15, 10:10
In the Bedroom: 12:00,3:10,6:30,9:30,
12:15; Sun-Thurs: no 12:15 show
A Beautiful Mind: 12:45, 3:45, 7:00,
10:00; Tues: no 7:00 show
We Were Soldiers: 12:25. 1:00, 3:30,
4:00,6:45,7:15,9:45,10:05,12:30; SunThurs: no 12:30 show
State Property: 12:45,3:05,5:25,7:35,
9:55, 12:05; Sun-Thurs: no 12:05 show
Queen of the Damned: 12:00, 2:25,
2:50,4:45,5:10,7:15,9:45,10:15, 12:10.
12:30; Sun-Thurs: no 12:10,12:30 shows
A Walk to Remember: 12:30, 7:45
John Q: 12:50, 3:50. 6:45, 9:00, 9:35.
11:30,12:00; Sun-Thurs: no 11:30,12:00
shows
Return to Neverland: 12:15,2:25,4:30,
7:00
The Count of Monte Cristo: 12:30,
3:50, 6:50, 9:50; Tue-Wed: 3:50, 9:50
Black Hawk Down: 12:20, 6:40; Tue:
6:40
Collateral Damage: 3:30, 9:40, 12:00;
Sun-Thurs: no 12:00 show
Lord of the Rings: 12:00, 3:45, 7:30,
11:00; Sun-Mon, Wed-Thurs: no 11:00
show; Tue: 3:45, 7:30
Vanilla Sky: 1:00, 7:00

Providence Place
Francis Street, Providence, 270-4646
We Were Soldiers: 12:15 3:15, 6:30,
9:25, 12:05; Sun-Thurs: no 12:05 show
40 Days and 40 Nights: 11:55, 2:35,
4:50, 7:30, 9:50, 12:00; Sun-Thurs: no
12:00 show
State Property: 11:45,2:10,4:30,7:00,
9:15, 11:40; Sun-Thurs: no 11:40 show
Endurance: 11:35, 1:55, 4:15, 6:45,
9:00, 11:25; Sun-Thurs: no 11:25 show
Queen of the Damned: 11:25, 1:45,
4:10, 6:40, 9:20, 10:00, 11:50; Sun: no
11:50 show
Dragonfly: 12:45, 3:50, 6:50, 9:40,
12:05; Sun: no 12:05 show
John Q: 12:20, 3:30, 6:20, 9:05, 11:35;
Sun: no 11:35 show
Crossroads: 11:30, 2:00, 4:20, 7:10,
9:35, 11:45; Sun: no 11:45 show
Return to Never Land: 12:35, 2:50,
4:55, 7:05
Super Troopers: 11:40,2:15,4:40,7:15,
9:40, 12:05; Sun: no 12:05 show
Hart’s War: 3:10, 9:55
Collateral Damage: 12:40, 6:55
Big Fat Liar: 12:10, 2:25, 4:45, 7:25,
9:50, 12:10; Sun: no 12:10 show
The Count of Monte Cristo: 12:25,
6:35
Black Hawk Down: 12:00, 3:05, 6:25,
9:45
Gosford Park: 4:00, 9:30
A Beautiful Mind: 12:05, 3:10, 6:15,
9:10, 11:55; Sun-Thurs; no 11:55 show
The Lord of the Rings: 11:50, 3:35,
7:20, 10:50; Sun: no 10:50 show
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Music Joey was a punk rocker
Punk pioneer Joey Ramone goes out with a bang
Notes on his posthumous Don’t Worry About Me
by Dan

Devine ’04

A&E Staff
I remember thinking it was ironic that
Joey Ramone died on Easter Sunday. It
just seemed funny that someone so
closely associated with a movement that
flew in the face of all things conventional
was going to be forever linked in my
mind with the most significant date in
Christianity. I laughed at the thought of
Joey hanging out up in Heaven, huffing

Johnny Cash
The Essential Johnny Cash
Columbia Records

Joey Ramone
Don’t Worry About Me

Compiling a Johnny Cash “Best
of’ is not as easy as compiling the
fan favorites, as might be the case
with other performers. Since there is
such an excellent and enormous body
of work from which to choose, there
are various approaches to take. As a
sort of 70th birthday present for the
Man in Black (hence bringing linernote birthday wishes ranging from
Elvis Costello and Willie Nelson to
Dave Matthews and The Edge),
Columbia chronologically presents
its Johnny Cash songs (plus a couple
outside collaborations with the late
Wayion Jennings and U2).
The two-disc Essential Johnny
Cash hits the high notes with style,
giving listeners the tough, “Folsom
Prison”—playing patriot Johnny
Cash along with the Johnny Cash
who fell quickly in love with the
then-married and famous June Carter
in a “Ring of Fire.” Essential carries
the standard banners but shows the
wide breadth of Cash’s work with
more off-beat tracks like “Girl from
the North Country” featuring Bob
Dylan and the unexpected “Were
You There.” Even with the odd
additions, the collection weaves an
artful flow for a mix, handing the
listener a relaxing journey through
the life and work of Johnny Cash.
GRADE: A
—by Dave Holman ’03

Kylie Minogue
Kylie
Capitol Records
I really hate to admit it, but Kyle
Minogue, singer of a song almost as
horrible as her remake, “The
Locomotion,” had me dancing like
Wayion Smithers at ladies’ night with
her “comeback album” (she’s been
selling millions in the UK for years),
Fever. Clocking in at just under an
hour, with tongue firmly planted in
cheek, Kylie lays it on thick—
unabashedly shallow disco lyrics, a
feigned barely-legal growl, drum
machines, synths, and dubs layered
one upon the other, and “Me” decade
sexuality all over the liner notes. The
booklet even folds out like a
centerfold. What a record, though—
if disco can come back sans patterned
shirts and male bell-bottoms, it
would surely make pop radio sound
fun again. But maybe one great disco
record (remember Nikka Costa?) is
all we need per year. God knows I
can’t “get [it] out of my head.” Sorry.
GRADE: A—by Mark M. Balas ’03

Sanctuary Records

airplane glue next to St. Paul and
laughing when he saw a chain-smoking
Sid Vicious reclining with his feet up on
a little cloud Ottoman (now that would
be a Great Rock ‘n’ Roll Swindle). As
unfortunate as Joey’s death was, the only
thing I was sad about was that I didn’t
have any Ramones albums at home to
listen to before I went to sleep that night,
because that felt like the only real way
to remember him.
If Johnny Rotten was the blistering
and blustery arrogant facade of punk
rock, spewing venom and “no future”
anarchist rhetoric, then Joey Ramone
was its subdued and slightly softer
underbelly, a shag-haired kid from
Queens who loved the Ronettes and just
wanted to play Beach Boys’ songs really
loud. When you listen to the Ramones,
you get the sense that tomorrow matters;
you can’t really put your finger on where
that feeling comes from, but it’s present
in all their work, and it’s definitely
present in Don’t Worry About Me, Joey’s
long-awaited (and now posthumous)
solo album.
Don’t Worry About Me offers a warm
snapshot of the spotlight-eschewing icon
we knew and loved, even going so far as
to give us a couple of neat remembrance
shots of Joey (as always, covering his
face with mussed up hair and
sunglasses). Supported by an array of
musicians, including producer Daniel
Rey, former Misfits Dr. Chud and Jerry
Only, Damned frontman Captain
Sensible, and even Ramones drummer
Marky Ramone, Joey gives the fans the
going-away present of a lifetime: a new
Ramones album. The sunshine and fourchord lunacy of his old band shows up
in full force on songs like the supercatchy three-line anthem “Mr. Punchy”
and “Maria Bartiromo,” a crush
confession tribute to the CNBC business
anchor. I’d like to see one of today’s
pop-punk clowns try to write a line as
stupid as “I watch her at the big board
every single day / while she’s reporting,
you best stay out of her way” and
somehow make it work.
The album’s two cover songs speak
volumes about the man and his music if
you just open your ears and listen. When
Joey opens Don’t Worry About Me with
Louis Armstrong’s “What A Wonderful
World,” he’s not being ironic. He’s a
man who understands that he’s going to
die and realizes that he’s going to miss
this place in spite of all its ugly parts.
For every hate crime and senseless death,
there’s a tree of green and red roses too;
Joey wants us not to lose sight of that,
and his high-energy cover leaves an
indelible imprint on those still open to a
message of optimism in a punk song.
While “What A Wonderful World” is
functional, Joey’s straight-up cover of
the Stooges’ “1969” is just flat-out cool.
It serves as a reminder that punk didn’t
just spring out fully formed from
nowhere when Ramones came out in
1976 (a year before Never Mind The
Bollocks, Here’s the Sex Pistols - screw
you, England!). Bands like the Velvet
Underground, the MC5, the New York

Gabba gabba HEY!

Joey Ramone, humble
leader of the punk
revolution, does not stray
from his roots while writing
about his battle with cancer
and a financial analyst on
his posthumous solo album
Don’t Worry About Me.
Dolls, and the Stooges (who were led by
a fiendish little ball of kinetic energy
named Iggy, who would later change his
last name from Stooge to Pop) set the
table for punk with their abrasive
songwriting, counter-culture sound, and
underground sensibility. As influential
as the Ramones were, Joey covering
“1969” is just a tip of the proverbial cap
to a band without whom there may never
even have been a Ramones. The best
case scenario with the inclusion of this
track is that it impels some people to go
out and get any or all of the Stooges’ first
three albums (The Stooges, Fun House,
and Raw Power), and see firsthand how
much Iggy and friends lent to the
development of punk rock.
As cool and fun as Don't Worry About
Me can be, depressing lyrics do provide
some occasional cloud cover, tempering
the album’s frosting with some shredded
wheat and giving it some substance.
Joey’s knack for simple lyrics extends
to “Venting (It’s A Different World
Today),” a neat little Bad Religion
sounding commentary on a post
Columbine world: “World out of control
on the evening news / we’re all screwed
up and psychologically bruised / kids
killing kids, make society pay / just blow
up your school and have a nice day.”
When Joey sings, “It’s a different world
today, and I just don’t understand,” you
realize that a room full of degree-bearing
child psychologists, criminologists, and
politicians probably couldn’t express the
wasted feeling of hopelessness any
better, and you’re left to wonder if that’s
a good' thing or not.
A similar feeling of bleakness
permeates “I Got Knocked Down (But
I’ll Get Up).” Some are calling this the
quintessential Joey Ramone response to
being diagnosed with cancer, and lyrics
like, “Sitting in a hospital bed / sitting in
a hospital bed I sitting in a hospital bed /
sitting in a hospital bed,” make it hard
to argue with that statement from a
musical perspective. But it feels like
something’s missing, like this song more
than anything shows how much staring
down death can damage a man’s spirit.

I don’t think it’s coincidental that the
refrain of “I got knocked down, but I’ll
get up” is pared down to “I got knocked
down” by song’s end. Thinking about
what must have been running through
Joey’s head when he wrote and recorded
this song feels like a sucker punch to the
stomach.
But just as you’re about to start
sniffling and wallowing, Joey comes
through with the title track, a sort of dual
message to the listener: “Don’t worry
about me, do your own thing” and “This
is the kind of song that I want to be
remembered for.” “Don’t Worry About
Me” sandwiches lyrics about frustrated
romantic urges (“When I saw you, I
knew that I wanted you / but you’re the
kinda girl that you just can’t get through
to / standin’ by the corner in a mini skirt
/ you’re the kinda girl that you just can’t
forget”) between the ever comforting
coda, “Don’t worry about me, oh oh oh.”
By the time this track ends, you’re too
busy humming the hook to think about
the cancer and the fact that this will be
the last Joey Ramone album, which I
guess is the whole point. Me? I’ve been
humming these hooks to myself for the
last four days with no end in sight. I
guess all I can say is, “Thanks, Joey.
Now I have the perfect way to remember
you.”
GRADE: A
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The death of
Superman (theory)

of the Town
With Alexandra Silveira ’02

Max’s Upstairs
272 Thayer Street
331-MAXS
This summer, Max’s Upstairs will
celebrate its one year anniversary on the
second floor of the Thayer Street
building that also houses Wings To Go.
Well-known for a sort of tex-mex flavor,
Max’s Upstairs also attracts bar-goers
and sports fans with large TV’s all
around.
This same bar is one of the few
focuses of the restaurant that is rather
simply decorated and dimly lit. A few
paintings adorn the walls, including a
woman in a brilliant red dress and a
textured modern painting with gold
rings. Perhaps the main feature is large
windows overlooking Thayer Street that
allow for people-watching (and later
conversation topics). With jazzy tunes
in the background and loud people at the
bar, Max’s strangely warps time by
making a person feel right at home. Even
the waitstaff is welcoming, without false
perkiness or disruptive over
attentiveness.
In line with its simple but homey
atmosphere is a menu lacking any frills.
Featuring such southwestern dishes as
quesadillas, burritos, and chimichangas,
Max’s also offers classical appetizers
(buffalo wings, chicken fingers) and
simple dishes, including grilled chicken
breast and baby back ribs. In addition,
there are a few salads, sandwiches, and
burgers to choose from that appeal to a
wide range of tastes by combining tried
and true flavors. Another appealing
feature is the price range, with most
appetizers around $6 and most entrees
under $14.
A great way to start is with the black
bean quesadilla served with a mild salsa
and sour cream. The quesadillas are
good, with a mild flavor and the option
of various different fillings, including
pulled pork, spicy shredded chicken, or

taco meat. Other unconventional filling
options are fish, shrimp, or portabella
mushrooms.
As an entree, the spice-rubbed pork
chop is overwhelmingly flavored with
black pepper to mask any integral meat
flavor and to add a spicy kick. The
overuse of black pepper is slightly
countered by the side of applesauce, in
addition to a serving of very regular
mashed potatoes and grilled vegetables.
The steak sandwich is perfectly
spiced: a marinated 6 oz. boneless choice
sirloin steak with the option of
mushrooms, peppers, and onions.
Served on a fresh bulkie roll, the steak
is flavorful and well done. The onions,
peppers, and mushrooms add a welcome
distinction to the meat. The sandwiches
are served with flavored fries that are
good, although the chefs are once again
heavy-handed with the pepper.
A waitress-recommended dish is the
rib and chicken combo, which consists
of a half-rack of baby back ribs and
chicken wings served in a tangy, red
barbecue sauce. The rib meat is delicious
and falls right off the bone, while the
chicken wings are meaty and good.
Unfortunately, Max’s Upstairs’s
desserts are mediocre at best. Topped
with canned whipped cream, the cookie
pie has a strange oily taste. Although
the brownie supreme is fair, a cake-like
brownie is unimpressive. Perhaps the
best dessert is the warm apple crisp,
which is still flawed by a cinnamon
overdose.
For good, simple food. Max’s
Upstairs is a great place to go. Be ready
to be lured even further into the
restaurant by the lively bar, and be
prepared to return for the ribs.
GRADE: B

-Continued from page 13-

she asserts that she simply would have
taken Never the Sinner off campus,
What surprised Farrell and her cast
was that the administration did not have
a harder time with the play’s murder
plot. It makes the administration’s
arguments seem unfair. Providence
College does not promote murder, and
yet that, and not homosexuality, is the
main focus of this play.
If that is too broad an argument,
allow me to be more specific: In
October of 1998, the Blackfriars
presented Sophie Treadwell’s
Machinal. The play was also based on
a historical case, the execution of a
woman for the murder of her husband,
although it was clear she was mentally
imbalanced. Providence College, in
keeping with its Catholic mission, is
certainly against capital punishment.
Yet this production, despite the fact that
it shows the woman being strapped into
the electric chair in the very last scene,
was met with no objection. Are
different issues that contradict Catholic
doctrine treated with different levels of
opposition? And are not the levels
disproportionate?
Shouldn’t killing
be treated as more threatening than a
kiss?
Of course, ideally, nothing should be
censored in art. But another volume
was written when the board at
Providence College didn’t raise an
eyebrow at two teenage murderers, just
the fact that they were gay.

The administration also feared that
Ryan Brown (Leopold) and Francis
Poulin (Loeb) stigmatized as
homosexuals. Farrell responded that
she had already discussed this with both
of the students, and that they were aware
of the potential consequences of these
roles. Secondly, that’s just what they
were — roles. Poulin and Brown are
actors portraying two men who were
homosexual. The college asked Farrell
if there was another alternative she
could explore in replacing the kiss.
In the end, the kiss was cut.
However, Farrell insists that this was an
artistic choice, and that the kiss wasn’t
working the way it was supposed to in
the play. “Rhythmically [the kiss} was
very tough work because it’s not a
romantic kiss. It stemmed from
something like a reward system and the
scene truly worked better without it,’’
Farrell explains. She says it had nothing
to do with the pressure the
administration imposed. The extent to
which the College was willing to go in
preventing the kiss will never be known,
as Farrell has not heard anything from
the administration concerning this
matter since her decision. The kiss was
replaced with Poulin whispering in
Brown’s ear to seal the deal. However,
if the school had forbidden anything that
Farrell considered essential to the work,

Courtesy of Blackfriars Theatre

Loeb (Francis Poulin ’03) and Leopold (Ryan Brown ’02) conspire in
Never the Sinner.

-Continued from page 13In a play, then, with the most lurid of
themes, a performance must be nearly
note-perfect, as to prevent unintentional
parody. Suffice to say, director Mary
Farrell, her cast, and her crew turned in
a performance worthy of Never the
Sinner's intense subject matter.
The projection of grainy Leopold and
Loeb photos on the screens above the
stage subtly reminds the audience, before
the play and before the second act, that
Leopold and Loeb, the trial, and the
crime committed are real. The action
takes place in a pit, around which the
audience is seated, peering down at the
performance, and acting as the court of
public opinion. About three-quarters of
the way through the play, and well into
Leopold and Loeb’s sentencing hearing,
you realize that as a member of the
audience, you have been influenced by
the evidence that Logan selectively
presents to draw an emotional reaction,
much like a citizen of Chicago who
followed the trial in a sensational press.
Much of Mary Farrell’s typical
aesthetic is present in Never the Sinner.
and it works better in context of the
Leopold and Loeb story than it did in
the Blackfriars spring 2001 production
of Picasso at the Lapin Agile. Farrell’s
use of dramatic chiaroscuro to relay
emotional states is effective, as is her
practice of freezing non-scene
participants onstage during action
unrelated to those froze or flashbacks.
Farrell’s theater-in-the-round decision
was also effective—being versatile
enough to give the battling lawyers room
to maneuver on the pit’s upper ring, but
mostly making for a claustrophobic,
tense atmosphere.
The play’s casting seemed to be
inspired by the same resolve that inspired
the choice of Never the Sinner. Not
surprising was the casting of Daniel
Janiero ’04 in four one-but-not-the-same
roles that fall under the catch all
“common man” title. Betsy Jensen ’05
played a similar role as a reporter and
one of Loeb’s flighty ex-girlfriends.
Both Janiero and Jensen served
important thematic purposes, but
Janiero’s accent came and went, until
dropped altogether, and Jensen never
seemed flighty enough—her character
shouldn’t even have a toe on the ground,
much less two feet.
The real casting coup, though, comes
in the lead assignments. One Blackfriar
usually relegated to the background,
Ryan Brown ’02 and the typecast Megan
Peters ’02, were cast as Nathan Leopold
and attorney Helen Crowe, respectively.
Anything Goes director Mark Pekham
was cast as the murderers’ council,
Clarence Darrow, and Poulin was cast
as Leopold’s worse half, the attractive,
cocksure, and amoral Richard Loeb.
Peters, whose usual character

inspiration is “cleavage,” in Betty Boopstyle sexpot roles (see: Anything Goes,
How to Succeed..., A Flea in Her Ear),
performed admirably. As the confused,
distraught shrew of a prosecutor Helen
Crowe (changed from Robert Crowe for
the purposes of the Blackfriars
production), Peters had a chance to
showcase her developing dramatic
talents. Peters, however, plays Crowe
with a constant Perry Mason intensity,
and by the time her summation rolls
around, she has nowhere to go,
emotionally. Seeing Peters actively
pursuing a different kind of role was a
breath of fresh air.
As defense lawyer Clarence Darrow,
Mark Pekham steals the show with his
natural portrayal of a man who goes
strong and wrong into the high-profile
case, looking for publicity, then trying
to reconcile his clients’ outer brashness
with his morality. Pekham is convincing
as this deeply conflicted man, who after
finding his resolve, delivers one of the
most famous and stirring summations
ever delivered. The fact that Pekham
looked exactly like Clarence Darrow
didn’t hurt either.
As the murder’s mastermind, and
practical Nietzschean Richard Loeb,
Poulin turns in his typical, but more
intense, alpha-male performance.
Brown’s hand-ringing performance is
equally as good as Poulin’s, but what
matters in their performances is their
chemistry: as killers, lovers, and
ideologues.
When Leopold, an amateur
ornothologist, and the slave in the
Leopold and Loeb Nietzschean master/
slave relationship, begins the play by
describing the hunting habits of falcons,
Loeb shifts uncomfortably in his chair,
sighing in frustration. When Loeb raves
about the Ubermensch theory, Leopold
listens and patiently explains gaps in
Loeb’s understanding. The pair dance
and share intimate moments, laughter
(evil and otherwise), and plans that build
up to a nearly unbearable sexual tension
between them. After the playwright
reveals their crime-for-sex pact, the
starch comes out of their relationship,
and gives way to mutual anger. The
descent of their relationship is palpable,
and their scenes in prison are
heartbreaking. The tension present in the
Leopold and Loeb relationship is to the
credit of Poulin and Brown, who seemed
to get to the soul of their characters and
their mannerisms.
At a school where Never the Sinner
had to balance sensation and history, the
Blackfriars turned in an appropriately
classy performance that shocked,
disturbed, and saddened without
offending.
GRADE: A
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Arts & Entertainment

Check it out
What’s new at Phillips Memorial Library
Our secret constitution: how Lincoln
redefined American democracy I
George P. Fletcher

A guided tour of the United States
economy: promises among the perils
I Edward L. Whalen

The academic revolution I

When the state kills: capital punish
ment and the American condition I
by Austin Sarat

Christopher Jenks and David
Riesman

The making of citizens: young
people, news, and politics I
David Buckingham
Special interest politics I

19 Things to do off campus...
Fine Arts
• French Film Festival (3/1-3/3),
Cable Car Cinema (call for times)
• You are I and I am You photography by Jo Yarrington (1/
24-3/6), Photography Gallery, Fine
Arts Center Galleries, URI (call for
times)
• Imprints, Punctures, and Other
Pointed Maneuverings (1/28-3/8),
Main Gallery, Fine Arts Center
Galleries, URI (call for times)
Music
• Strangefolk (3/1), Lupo’s, 9 PM
• Buddy Guy (3/2), Lupo’s, 9:30 PM
• Hepcats Swing Dance (3/2), First
Congregational Church, 7:30-11
PM
• Neil Diamond (3/6), Dunkin’
Donuts Center, 8 PM
• Ani Difranco (4/20), Lupo’s
(tickets on sale now)
• BB King (4/26), Lupo’s (tickets on
sale now)

Gene M. Grossman and Elhanan
Helpman

The race to the bottom: why a world
wide worker surplus and uncon
trolledfree trade are sinking Ameri
can living standards I
Alan Tonelson

Body of secrets: anatomy of the ul
tra-secret National Security Agency:
from the Cold War through the dawn
of a new century I

A perilous progress: economists and
public purpose in twentieth-century
America / Michael A. Bernstein

Nixon’s civil rights: politics, prin
ciple, and policy I
Dean J. Kotlowski

Big government and affirmative ac
tion: the scandalous history of
the Small Business Administration
/ Jonathan J. Bean

Etc
• IFMA Freestyle Motorcross (3/1 3/2), Dunkin’ Donuts Center, 8
PM
• National Acrobats of China (3/5),
Rhode Island College, 8 PM
• Target Stars on Ice (3/7), Dunkin’
Donuts Center, 7:30 PM
• Cityside Skatepark Providence,
Dunkin’ Donuts Center (call for
schedule)
• Improv Jones, Perishable Theatre,
every Thursday and Saturday at
10 PM

Addresses and Phone Numbers
• Cable Car Cinema, 204 South
•
•

•
•

James Bamford

Nation and citizenship in the global
age: from national to transnational
ties and identities I Richard Munch

February 28,2002

For more information, contact
Leslie Lanzieri, ext. 1994,
llanzier@providence.edu , or
Ann Sullivan, ext. 1908,
asullivan@providence.edu

Theatre
• True West (2/7-3/9), Sandra
Feinstein-Gamm Theatre (call for
times)
• The Vagina Monologues (3/5-3/
10), RISD Auditorium (call for
times)
• Mamma Mia! (2/26-3/10), PPAC,
tickets on sale now
• The French Revolution: Part Deux
(2/16-3/17), Perishable Theatre
(call for times)
• Thunder Knocking on the Door (2/
15-3/24), Trinity Repertory
Theatre (call for times)

•
•

•

•
•
•

Main Street, 272-3970
Dunkin’ Donuts Center, One La
Salle Square, 273-5000
First Congregational Church, 34
Center Street, Fairhaven, MA.,
(508)994-2214
Lupo’s, 239 Westminster Street,
272-5876
Perishable Theatre, 95 Empire
Street, 331-2695
PPAC 421-2787
Rhode Island College, 600 Mount
Pleasant Avenue, 456-8144
RISD Auditorium, South Main
Street, 421-2787 (call PPAC for
tickets)
Sandra Feinstein-Gamm Theatre,
31 Elbow Street, 831-2919
Trinity Repertory Company, 201
Washington Street, 351 -4242
URI Fine Arts Center, 105 Upper
College Road, Kingston, 8742775
—compiled by Adrienne
Larsen-Silva ’02

February 28,2002
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T.C.P. Deep Dish Pizzas... A Real Deep Dish Pizza

Cheese & Tomato
delicious deep dish crust
filled with lots of pizza
cheese and topped with
chunky tomato.

T.C.P. Deep Dish Special
Lots & lots of cheese w/
pepperoni, sausage, onions,
mushrooms, green peppers &
chunky tomato.

Veggie
fresh mushrooms, onions,
green peppers, and chunky
tomato with lots of cheese.

Pepperoni Deluxe
Lots of pepperoni w/ an
outrageous amount of cheese
& chunky tomato.

Spinach Supreme
fresh spinach, a blend of
cheeses, a little garlic and
chunky tomato.

Cheese Lovers
Mozzarella, Chedder, Feta,
Parmesan & Romano Cheese
topped with chunky tomato.

* F R E E

D E L I V E R Y
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Planter’s Gold

Dear John,
We ’ll never forget the way you made us laugh and smile.
It was such an honor to work with you and have you as
part of our staff. Thank you so much. We will all miss you
dearly.
Sincerely,
The Portfolio Staff
Joan, Jess, Leslie, Sara, Matt, Megan, Kaitlin, Tracy,
Kevin, Neisha, and Maria

by

Patrick Shea ’03

Portfolio Staff

Planter’s attempts at a career
read like a grocery list, boring and trivial.
He graduated from state school and had
spent the past 10 years throwing himself
at different ‘dreams’ and chasing
different ‘passions.’ They took him in
all different directions, but always
dumped him out at the same place: either
standing next to his broken down car on
his way to the pawn shop or asking his
overly supportive father for a loan. One
loan had paid the first years rent on his
doomed unemployment consulting firm,
and another paved the way for the instant
demise of Planter’s Floral Arrangements
for the Blind.
His father had even pitched him
the down-payment for a 40-foot touring
yacht. Even though it never saw more
than two elderly couples at once, its full
capacity was 30. It stood as the gem of
the whale watching business he opened
at Clearwater Lake. But it too followed
suit, and his tenure as Captain on the
Ishmael II lasted only a brief and
penniless three months. Planter’s father
blamed the short existence of Planter’s
Humpback Nature Excursions on bad
weather and changes in whale migration,
because it was such an original idea and
Planter had such good intentions. So
Planter sold the boat, and just as he did
when he included the phrase ‘satisfaction
not guaranteed’ on the package of his
solar powered bike lock, returned home.
And his family, as always, stood on the
front steps, arms open, and smiles
stretched wide across sympathetic faces.
Ladies in town gossiped behind his
mother’s back in the frozen foods section
of the grocery store; high school juniors
grimaced at Planter’s sister Pam when
they passed her in the hall and recalled
the stories their parents told them; and
the banker downtown at Family Federal
Savings never could quite understand
when he transferred the funds to the
bizarre son.
As children his sisters had taken up
golfing in the backyard with wiffle balls,
and ran a drink stand in front of the house
for two weeks every summer. They loved
Planter and he was always invited to golf
and sell lemonade, but he always
declined. Instead he spent his days
sitting on the stairs, or walking up and
down the stairs, or sometimes just sitting

Indian-style on the Oriental rug in the
front hall staring at the stairs. He politely
smiled when he was given a comic book
for his birthday, but he would always just
end up reading the interior design
magazines he found on the coffee table.
He was interested in the way people
carpeted stairs. How they bent them
around corners. He adored when the
banisters were wrapped in garland at
Christmas time. And why not adorn such
a noble servant? His mother and father
went to work everyday and were home
by dinnertime. His uncle would sleep all
day and then work all night at Crisper’s
Convenience. The stairs didn’t take the
night off, or the morning. Stairs worked
all day, even when others were sleeping,
getting people from the first floor the
second floor, or the 23rd floor to the 27th.
Even on weekends. So when Planter first
started talking about becoming a stair
construction contractor, he met no
opposition at home.
“Finally,” they would exclaim in
congratulatory voices. “If ever there was
a man or woman with overflowing
potential and keen prowess in a certain
field, it was Planter and building stairs.”
But this was typical. He was not in
the way when he occupied the kitchen
table for two weeks with his protractors,
rulers and tracing paper. Instead, Pam
would eat her ham sandwiches looking
over his shoulder. Instead of the front
room, Planter’s mother began taking her
coffee at the kitchen table’s opposite end.
And his father abandoned the morning
paper just to get a look at what Planter
was doing. At first they were quiet. Then
they began asking questions. Eventually
they were offering opinions. But this
was typical too. His projects were
diseases that quickly infected everyone.
There was a reason Pam’s first boyfriend
would become too busy with college
applications for a steady relationship: he
went over for Christmas dinner and got
into a two-hour conversation about
contemporary French and English stair
design.
They lived in Barontown. And
Barontown was too small for the
innovations Planter had in mind. There
was barely any construction, only
neighborhood after neighborhood of
Victorian houses, historic battlefields,
and environmentally protected wetlands.
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Basement
Brass
by Joan

Barker ’04

Portfolio Editor

Brass pipes, steel beams, cobwebs:
Novelties suffering through
tendencies of a faulty chain-switch bulb.
A three pack of tennis balls, an empty cylinder
rolling to the rust of a work bench,
waiting with torsion under sore feet
and tense ankles, of an old basement
worn through decades.

Rummaging through garage sale merchandise,
which has found its resting place
among furnace aggravations and the damp
must of a brass alley.

So fragile, these idle antiquities,
collecting atop the dryer.
Buttons off blazer cuffs, pocket prayers,
a metal mosaic, and tiny woven baskets
to collect such nonsense,
have become as aged and anonymous as well.
Bleaches spill into stainless steel
(slowly crawling into the cellar sink,
once the center of a bath,
and base of attempts at vanity),
making empty cartons of detergent seem polite,
while dehydrated coughs disturb cobwebs
that link together a timeless mess.
Oil soaked rags that have condensed,
with the dust of these intimacies past,
and form piles with desperate socks,
mixed with the elementary scent of copper coins.
Brass intersection in the absence of
styrofoam cavities and afternoon lighting.
There lies a brass ring, confident
in this partridge scene.
At the other end of a makeshift rug path,
cement floors are scanned through crooked nails
and ancient bolts, to find
the brass chord, the steel beam,
draped in Athenian cobwebs.

The Portfolio Staff would like to welcome its newest members:
Katie McBrine’04 (Short stories), Christopher Parcels ’04 (Poetry),
John Manganaro ’03 (Poetry), Patrick Shea ’03 (Short stories)

Lookfor their work starting this week!

Portfolio
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Evolution
by Matt Daly

Sestina

’02

Portfolio Staff

“Walking in the Rain”

Wading through the sea of cars
Towards Nordstrom’s and Penney’s and Filene’s
Under the gulls of macadam,
I’m frightened.
If Monarch Butterflies find their flowers
In Brazil and Boston,
Why can’t these birds find the ocean?
Its beaches are not far,
I mean, it’s the Ocean State.
Why would they leave
That dark hulk with crushing foam,
The smell of sand and salt,
For black paved fields
And moving smog machines?
Perhaps they’re aware of something we’re not,
And maybe they see a future,
Perched and planning on rusty lamp posts
Over a flat lake
Filled with dead cars and commerce

by

This morning I went walking through the rain
While far above me rose the Mohawk Mountain.
I clasp my coat around me for the warmth
As here upon the sodden grass I stand.
It is the wettest autumn I rememberLike shifting tones of stone appears the sky.
So many times I’ve looked into the sky
And let my face be washed by falling rain
Or saw a depth of blue. Now I Remember
The time I heard the story of the mountain
Whose shadow washes all the place I stand
And only under bedded leaves was warmth.

I think that I have found a place of warmth
Despite the wind’s battalions in the sky
The mountain and myself with both withstand
The buffets, avalanche, and slashing rain
"Were you there when I did root the mountain?"
No, Lord, I marvel, only You remember.

The Adventures of the
Vanished Countryman
(Part III)
Back at the Glomer Hotel...
A short time later the three of us were
standing in the rooms the lady had de
scribed. Before going in Holmes had
examined the lock on the door.
“This lock is a simple one and could
easily have been opened by a skeleton
key. I see no marks of the door having
been forced open.” He looked over the
room quickly, but no doubt thoroughly
for his purposes, and then we proceeded
to the room of the missing man. Every
thing was as she had left it, she said. The
spotted letter opener lay on the desk.
“Where was the letter opener when
you found it?”
“Just there, in the corner.” Holmes
had her replace it there, as exactly as she
could and then began his search. It would
be a quick-witted man indeed who could
follow Holmes’s train of thought when
he was on the scent of a clue. His ac
tions might appear odd to those who did
not know him, but I knew that as he
looked at the coat, opened and closed the
shutters, studied the contents of the desk
and examined most minutely the boards
of the floor, that remarkable brain was
reading a chain of events invisible to oth
ers. Before he was finished, Mrs. Eastly
asked if she might retire to the next room
to sit down for a moment, as she still
felt unwell. Holmes took the coat out of
the wardrobe and laid it on the bed. There
were three rust coloured stains on the
right side of the chest and the tear men
tioned ran from the edge of the cuff di
agonally across the sleeve for several
inches.
“An odd angle to strike at a man,” he
remarked examining the cut. “The cloth
is not torn beneath the stains on the front,
it looks as though he put his arm to his
chest to stop the bleeding.” He searched
the pockets and found only a small key
with elaborate wards.
“This appears to be the key to the safe
box. It is too small for a door key and
you can see the scratches from the
chain.” He paused and examined the key
again. “There do not seem to be any other
indications, only the question of why
upon this particular morning it should
be left behind in his coat pocket when it
was his custom to keep it upon his per
son.” He turned to the box on the bed.
“We shall at least see what one of the
three elusive boxes or packages con
tains,” said he as he raised the lid. It was
a lace-fringed dress of lavender velvet
Mr. Eastly had intended for his young
wife’s birthday. What was remarkable
however was what fell from its folds as
it was lifted.
“Diamonds!” I exclaimed as I picked
then up. There were three fine diamonds
as well a small bundle of papers. I
handed them to Holmes.

Sara Schepis ’04

Portfolio Staff

It seems so long ago that I remember
The days the winter seemed to conquer warmth
My path ahead must thread an icy mountain
More menacing the thunder in the sky
I thought that I must faint beneath the rain
To be lost utterly and never stand.

“Hm, our missing friend seems to
have gone up in the world if he can af
ford to give these sorts of ornaments
away,” he said as he examined them.
“But this only complicates matters,”
I said.
“It may, or it may indeed simplify
them. Unusual developments as often do
the one as the other in the end. But these
papers are of interest. Here we have
some business papers tracing the value
of several stocks and written on the most
recent ‘Unable to get the rest as he has
changed the combination to the safe. Do
hurry, Milo, for my sake.’ No name,
done in a woman’s hand with a thick nib
pen.”
“Maybe this unknown woman is the
source of the mystery. Mr. Eastly could
have hurried back to England on her
account, deceiving his wife.”
“Perhaps. Yet that would not explain
all. We must look further before we de
cide.”

But -miracle unlooked for! -1 could stand.
With tenderness and with what joy remember
How storm was hushed into a gentle rain
That carried fragrance and a touch of warmth
And freed from fog was outlined on the sky
What first I feared - the strong but lovely mountain
I’ve stood upon the summit of the mountain
To think of peace we cannot understandI’ve heard the heart is bigger than the sky.
We each cannot do less than to remember
The quest through arctic pain into the warmth
Until my prayers fly numerous as rain.

For now the mountain seems to touch the sky
I stand - and warmth is waxing so shall I
Remember and go walking in the Rain.

Call for Submissions
For

Rhode Island 'Writers ’ Circle
The last item in the packet was a let
ter. Holmes looked at the envelope,
which was addressed to Mr. Eastly at
20 Lean Road, Hillbridge, New York
USA.
“Postmark South London. The ad
dress is a different hand than that on the
stock papers. Inside is only this obitu
ary of one Mrs. Dents that has been
clipped from The Times." He handed it
to me and I read it aloud.
‘“Many will be sad to hear of the un
timely tragedy that has befallen Mrs.
Justina E. Dents of London who died of
accidental causes yesterday morning,
October 7, when she stumbled over an
item carelessly left on the hall stairs. The
late Mrs. Dents was but twenty-seven
years of age and will be sorely missed
by all who knew her. She is survived
principally by her husband Arnold
Dents. Services and funeral private.’ A
simple enough document,” I added
when I had finished.
“Simple enough, almost terse.
October7th would put it only a few
weeks after our client’s marriage. No
doubt this is the message that caused the
precipitous return to England.” With that
he returned to Mrs. Eastly’s room.
Who is the mysterious Mrs. Dents?
And what does she have to do with Milo ?
Find out next week!

Anthology
Open to Rhode Island Residents Only
For Contest Guidelines
Call 461-6691

Portfolio
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Draw Me
A Picture

Thoughts for a Gray Afternoon
by

Leslie Heller ’02

Portfolio Staff

This afternoon, I had an article
prepared for my seven o’clock
deadline. After much thought, I
realized it would be inappropriate,
given the events of the past week.
Instead, I have chosen to express some
thoughts I have had since the tragic
death of John Philpott, a member of my
class: the Class of 2002.
I cannot claim to have been close to
John, or for that matter, to be labeled
his “friend.” John and I had taken a
few courses together in the past two
semesters, so we mainly socialized in
a classroom setting. Unusually, this
past Friday we spent a few hours
together in the painting studio. It was
nice to have some company there with
me outside of class time for a change.
We chatted about the weekend, spring
break, 102 Nights, and, of course, how

crazy it was to be seniors. Around one
o’clock, we had both finished our
paintings and went our separate ways.
The long weekend passed, as did
Tuesday. Tuesday night was slow,
quiet. Rumors were brewing. I did
my work and headed to bed, but could
not sleep. Around midnight, I got a
call from a member of our staff about
John’s death. I was shocked. Things
like that just do not happen here, not
on this campus (or so I thought.)
I feel sorry for those close to John;
most did not get a chance to say their
farewells. Thinking about it more and
more, it scares me to think I may have
been one of the last people to talk to
him that day. Around quarter to one I
saw him in the basement of the library.
We chatted for a minute about the
weekend, the day, the time. We said
our good-byes and I headed back to
class. He got back to work. It makes
me upset to think that others had so
much more to say.

Yesterday, I stepped into the quiet, lit
painting studio. It was eerie, John’s paints
in his desk, a CD with his initials on top
of the stereo. Like he would walk in any
minute and start to work.
Today, we spent class carefully
framing his paintings. A culmination of
work displayed in one afternoon. Most
of us could not find the energy or spirit
to continue our own work. No matter
how well we knew John, all we could do
was sit and wonder. I think I can speak
for all of my classmates when I say that
we hoped he would walk into the gallery
and make a joke about us slacking off or
staring at the walls.
Events like this change the tempo of
a year in a heartbeat. John’s death will
be something my class and the
community will carry with us for a long
time to come. I only hope that what has
come of John helps our friendships and
the members of our community grow
stronger.

by

Christopher Parcels ’04

Portfolio Staff

Sometimes when I don’t understand
something,
I draw myself a picture;
Or, more likely, have another person
do it,
Someone with a little talent—
Someone like you.

Draw me a picture
To help me understand
Why this happened,
How this ever could have happened.
Draw me a picture
To explain why you’re not here
And why safety is a myth
And the world is full of hate
And violence reigns supreme
When all we want is love,
All we seek is love,
But we just can’t feel it.
Can you help me understand that?
Can anyone?
Somebody, please—
Draw me a picture.

Crank up the Volume
The Soundtrack of Our Lives
by Jessica Albetski

’04

Portfolio Staff

"My my, what a mess we ’ve made ofour
pretty little heads these days. It appears
a heavy wind's blown through here
recently."
“Turn up the volume,” she says.
We’re blown away by the music, cruising
down the road with the windows open,
feeling the spring air filter through our
bodies. Blasting each song that perfectly
describes our lives; angry punk music
that we belt out at the top of our lungs,
singing along with such passion because
we know exactly how the vocalist feels.
Whiny voices, singing about the lost
loves, drinking binges, regrets, mistakes,
the list goes on. We take every word
into our hearts.

"Came to me like a dream, the kind that
always leaves, just as the bestpart starts,
it ends so abruptly, ” the lyric that suits
both of our circumstances. We’re just
two girls that are so angry at the plates
we were dished out, wondering how we
walked into such insane situations and
encountered so many weird people who
turned our lives upside down, again and
again. "One thing that I never said, I ’m
truly happy in my heart and in my head. ”
As soon as we open our mouths
the guy bashing from last night
continues. I just can’t seem to stop
spewing out my latest mantra, “I hate
guys,” every five minutes. She nods her
head in agreement, then says, “I don’t
see what reason they have to hate us too,
we don’t do anything wrong.” The next
song plays, "I guess she feels she was
the victim, and we are the knife. ”
Innocent girls, I think. That’s all we are.
We just tried too hard, way too hard.

"You know your problems, they aren't
problems, so be glad they never will.
Take it easy, don't you get it, It's just
expression. Would you raise your voice
every time a little dirt gets in the crack? ”

One boy, in particular, is as
gorgeous as anything. Crystal blue
eyes, sweet smile, clear skin, beautiful
body. However, the moment he opens
his mouth it all goes to hell. When he
walks into the room, any feeling of
happiness just drains away. He’s clingy,
depressing, and constantly negative.
With a body like he has, I don’t know
why he’s depressed. We try to be good
friends, reaching out, as all good friends
should; yet we get pushed away in
return. He’s not willing to let anyone
in.

I believe another boy might be
asexual. He’s too interested in himself
to like another sex. He’s head’s so big;
it’s definitely all ego. Sometimes we
just want to pop it, as many times as we
try to pull him back to earth, he manages
to float back up. He’ll sit in front of
our mirror, admiring his hair, face, eyes,
body, everything. He’ll walk away
smacking his own ass. It’s a lost cause.
We’ve given up hope.

I was in love with a
homosexual once, didn’t know he was
gay until it was too late. One night, he
got really drunk, and I had to take care
of him. We ended up fooling around,
after which I wasn’t sure how gay he
was. Either way, that friendship flew
right out the window. “It s way too easy
to fake this smile, lead you on, well
maybe I’m wrong but everyone gets
bored once in a while. ”

There are other boys too, but
they fall under the category of those
who “don’t know what they want from
life.” In the process of figuring

themselves out, we get dragged down
with them only to have them tell us, I’ve
figured out what I want and it’s not you.
"If you don't know why would you say
so, won’t you get your story straight? If
you don't know honey why ’dyou just say
so, cause I need this now more than I ever
did. If you don’t, well honey then you
don't. ” Each time we analyze these
situations, we can’t help from screaming
and comparing both of them. Boy
bashing at its best.
“I hate guys!” I say again. How
many times have I said it this weekend I
wonder? I must be pushing at least fifty.
She poses the eternal question, “How did
we meet such psychotic people?” I only
reply that I ask myself that every day.

We keep driving; far away from the
people who make us want to turn
ourselves over to the men in the white
coats. "Say you don’t want anyone or
anything, and say this hurts you too. I
wouldn’t bother but this means everything
to me, so spare me now,” as the song
plays. Angry lyrics that have made me
punch walls, led me to taking frustration
out on people, or doing massive
destruction to someone’s property. Music
does funny things to a person if they relate
their life to the lyrics too much.
We spout out cliches to make ourselves
feel better, volleying them back and forth.
"No where to go but up. ”
"Every cloud has a silver lining ”
"There s a light at the end of the
tunnel. ”

These continue ad nauseam. We just
laugh at each phrase; pessimistically
believing our lives can’t possibly get any
better. Our favorite cliche, "it can't get
any worse, ” is our longest running joke.
At the end of every bleak situation we’ve
said it. Yet, somehow, things always
managed to fall apart even more,
reminding me ofYeat’s line, “Things fall
apart, the center cannot hold.”

Turning a comer, I try to be
positive, “You know how quickly things

change in only the matter of two months.
Pretty soon things will be different, and
who knows where we’ll be.” She replies,
“I don’t even want to know.” Thinking
about what I just said made me shoot
forth a quote I memorized earlier from
Calvin and Hobbes, "It’s weird. Day by
day, nothing seems to change. But pretty
soon, everything is different. ” She just
looks at me like I’m from another planet,
probably wondering where I come up
with this stuff. I wonder that to
sometimes. She turns up the volume,
feeling the need to drown out my positive
attitude in case it actually makes us feel
better.

Drama queen syndrome at its
worst huh? Two overreacting females,
placed in a car, with a bunch of songs
that we could have written, and a
memory bank full of annoying boys. We
also have what we like to call, "Make a
big deal out of it” syndrome.
Exaggerating every situation to the
fullest degree. It happens when you’re
too analytical.

“So here we are now, a sip ofwine, a sip
of water, some day maybe, maybe some
day we ’ll be smarter. ”
Thinking that singing will mend
our broken hearts. We just keep driving
forward, cranking up the volume all the
way, hoping it might erase the past.
There are plenty of sappy stories yet to
come, just waiting until the ripe moment
to be uncovered. Those will keep us
complaining for a long time, that’s a
guarantee.
Music Artists as they appear in the story:
Alkaline Trio -F**kyou Aurora
Alkaline Trio - Bleeder
Alkaline Trio - Bleeder
Pat McGee Band - Rebecca
Jimmy Eat World - No Sensitivity
Alkaline Trio - Another Innocent Girl
Jimmy Eat World - If You Don't, Don’t
Samiam - Mud Hill
Jimmy Eat World - If You Don’t, Don’t
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Friendship Laughing out loud

by Tracy

Kennedy ’02

Portfolio Staff

There you sit, my friend, and I pass
those words through my being. My
friend, my friend. What is it that draws
us together? What is it that holds us so
strong to one another that I am you and
you are me?
It is a wonder that of the vast num
bers of souls, who wander this lonely
planet, I have been given this fresh
breath of air, this someone to share my
dreams and my fears. How can I make
you realize how much I love you, that
my life is better somehow that I have
found you?
Facing you is like facing a mirror, I
can’t hide my feelings or my pain or
anything from you. And you don’t even
need to part your lips to speak. I know
when I have hurt you, or worse, when I
have disappointed you.
But, friend, you always return, no
matter how hard I push you away. Even
when I am angry and the words like little
daggers pierce your heart. Oh, that I
could learn to forgive like you. If I could
only learn to look past silly mistakes and
careless words to value the heart that
often lies buried beneath the artificial.
If 1 could hold one small piece of your
genuine love for humanity.
And there you sit my friend, oblivi
ous to the thoughts coursing through my
mind. Do you have any grasp of how
much your love and compassion has
touched me and has made my life more
beautiful, that I have had a brush with
the divine. An angel has touched my
life. Our eyes catch one another, we
smile, you know.
Ah, friendship, that miraculous pair
ing of two solitary souls. A blessed spirit
that nothing, neither the expanse of land
nor the sea, nor even the passing of one
to a better place, can sever.

by

Maria Monaco ’02

Portfolio Staff

Growing up. It’s such a funny
thing; in fact it’s hilarious, this neverending process we go through. I’m not
talking about the point in your life when
you throw away your blankie or teddy,
or maybe in a way I am. Maybe that’s
all it ever is with every stage of life, you
just throwing away another blankie that
covered your eyes or another teddy that
was telling you everything is fine; don’t
worry about those scary monsters,
they’re all an illusion.
I’ve grown up the wrong way I think.
No one wants you to grow up and see
things as they really are. They want you
to grow up and believe everything
they’re saying, and even scarier, some
people believe what they’re saying. It
must be my own fault then that I see any
horror at all. If I was a good little girl I
would be content like everyone else is.
If I put make-up on I’ll be beautiful. If I
buy those shoes then I’ll be the trendiest.
If I get that job with a six figure salary,
that big house in the hills, expensive car,
loving husband, and two-point-five kids
then I’ll never have to worry about a
thing ever again. It’s my own fault that I
don’t want these things. I’ve never
wanted these things. I’m not saying that
you shouldn’t want these things, because
maybe you’re better off if you do. I’m
saying that there is more out there in this
world than those things.
There was an episode of Daria
on MTV where she says, “You have to
laugh out loud at the ridiculous horror of
it all.” That’s a very existential statement,

but I also found that it’s often very true.
Sure Daria is only a cartoon character,
but someone somewhere who wrote the
lines she speaks was thinking like me,
and I find comfort in.that. There have
been times in my life when I just had to
laugh out loud, not because it was funny
( because it definitely wasn’t), but
because there wasn’t much else I could
do. If nothing else, these things/events
have helped me grow up, but they’ve
also left me looking around to those
around me and asking myself when they
were going to grow up too.
I’ve never been a part of it all. Even
on this campus, I’ve always felt like I
was on the edges, in the crowd but not
quite. Not that that’s really bothered me,
overall it’s been great. I’ve never
understood the whole bar thing, the
whole ‘let me put on the tightest clothes
I have’ and “hell-it’s-January-so-itmust-be-warm-enough-to-just-wear-atank -top routine that I see girls follow.
But.hey, whatever floats your boat. I
guess I had a different purpose from the
beginning. Maybe it’s the fact that I’m
not here on Daddy’s salary and I know
that my funds aren’t going to be
replenished unless I replenish them
myself. Maybe it’s because I just see
things differently.
Even so, I’ve made mistakes,
plenty of them. I had four whole years
here, and I think I’ve only just started to
take advantage of my time. I blew my
time on the stupidest things, and was
barely thinking. There are always
distractions. I spent my time in Civ
daydreaming, now I wish I had been
paying attention to some of that stuff.
Gradewise I did great, it’s not that hard

Planter’s Gold
- Continued from page 20 He needed to be where families were
moving, where houses were being built
for the twenty-first century. Towns like
his were all wrong. He had the potential,
now he needed the interest.
His family agreed with this, but did
not end up however, agreeing with the
location he would eventually choose.
They thought that this place was so noncentrally located that even with
revolutionary tools like the Internet and
old fail-safes like ‘word of mouth,’ even
this idea would be doomed. A central
and visible location was essential to any
business plan, master stair-contractor
included. And whenever one of them
voiced this opinion, his father would
clear his throat with a patriarchal cough
and repeat the words “business plan.”
He did this because he knew that
stairs were different to Planter. After all,
he was the one who took Planter to his
first baseball game downtown. That’s
when Planter’s father didn’t get paid that
much, so the subway was always the
‘most practical.’ The whole way to the
city Planter was marveled by speed; his
eyes raced to keep up with the backyards
and woodlands that zoomed past. His
father was in glory; he thought he had
changed Planter.
A normal boy
transfixed by stairs? Just about the
strangest thing he had ever heard of. So
by giving his son’s young,
impressionable mind the speed of trains,
hopefully it would make him realize
there was more to life than standing still.
Things moved; situations were flexible;
and things could get better. That’s what
he thought. And ten years later Planter’s
father could point to the money he
frequently lent to Planter for his crazy
dreams as proof of this. He had made
better of his life, and wanted the same

for Planter. But Planter walked out onto
the platform and for the first time saw
an escalator. Dad had tried to change
him too fast. Planter was seeing all he
respected and admired in front of him.
And for the first time in his life, a flight
of stairs was not beautiful.
Their sturdy bases and architectually
magnificent inclinations viscously
stretched upward. The loud sound of the
motor, people running up past others,
pushing and shoving. And then, to
complete the cumulative shock, he saw
a flight of stationary stairs spliced into
two. One up; one down. Restricting a
flight of stairs to just one direction was
to change the function of stairs. Planter
went from hiding his eyes in his father’s
trench coat to wailing and pounding his
father’s thigh. Why did people fight?
Why couldn’t they share the stairs? Why
did people always have to race
Planter began to see escalators being
chosen over his ‘classically radical
designs. And even worse, he would
always see their company trucks all
around town. He began to condemn
advertising, swearing it the tool of
cowards. And just as Planters father s
sighs got deeper with time, Planter was

getting fed up with his surroundings.
Barontown was beginning to remind him
of a crowded elevator. He hated elevators
in general. So he decided to move his
scarcely successful business, as
described by his own elegant words, “to
a place uncorrupted by billboards, taxi
cab placards and matchbooks that
advertise greedy giants like Heinz
Escalator Company and Stairs-ToHeaven Escalators.” Planter’s father
could tolerate supporting a barely
profitable business, but now because of
the constant support behind him from the
rest of the family, he would have to bear
the financial burden of Planter’s
demented principles.
His father wanted badly to defend
Planter and his principles. He honestly
believed his son was the victim of some
undetected case of mental retardation,
and forced by God’s cruel sense of
humor to endure a ‘normal life.’ Like
any proud and hopeful father though, he
rooted his son all the way to his imminent
failures. He didn’t know much about
video games, nor had he ever even
dreamed of buying Planter one, but he
always thought someone was looking
down on Planter, jiggling some control,
and playing a game with his life, steering
him around the world like some
character with infinite lives. Whoever
it was probably clutched their sides with
aching laughter every time the “play
again?” screen came up. Probably
laughing at Planter, but even more
probably laughing at him—the imbecile
father, and the only one who could see
the blatantly obvious. It was almost
comical to even him. Honestly, he used
to think on his long solitary walks, who
would open a spiral-staircase contracting
business in a Nova Scotia town with a
population less than 300 and refuse to
advertise?

to spit information back out at people
the way they want to hear it or see it, but
unfortunately none of it really stuck
because my heart wasn't in it.
What does your heart have to do with
learning? Everything, I’ve found. It’s
your heart that has you up until three in
the morning reading about things that
you don’t even have an exam in. Or has
you reading past the assigned pages
because the material’s caught your
interest. It’s your heart that keeps you
going, not the grades. It’s your heart that
has you writing and rewriting like no
grade could ever motivate. My heart
wasn’t in it. I think that explains most
of it. My head at least was partly there,
but my heart never was. My head told
me that I was spending a lot of money to
listen and read and study and do well.
My heart never caught on to the passion,
to the desire, to the inspiration of
learning. My head told me that this is
where I had to be, but my heart wasn’t
feeling that. But that’s the way it always
is with me; I don't wake up until I get to
the end and then I look back and regret
it. My heart is in it now. I guess this is
another step in growing up.
So I could get that six-figure job and
that house and that car, but if my heart
isn’t in it what good will it do me?
Maybe I’m a lost soul, brainwashed by
my own passions, but I want to suck the
marrow out of life. I want to go where
my heart leads me and where my head
guides me. I want to laugh out loud at
the horror, because I think that’s better
than not facing it at all. I don’t want to
look back on my life and regret what
could have been; I’ve done enough of
that already.
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What item is essentialfor your
Spring Break experience?

“Our funnel.”
Greg DelGaizo ’03 Burt Mills ’03
“Handcuffs and whipped cream.”
Kristina Steller’05
Anna Noonan’05
Alex Lavin ’05

“My bikini.”
Kate Skowronek ’02
“My tray and tip jar.
(It’s not what you think, I work in an Italian restaurant).”
Vanessa Anderson ’04

“A couple of kegs, some 40’s, our
Playstation 2, and a bottle of self tanner.”
Debbie Fryxell ’04 Sheila Powers ’04

“Portable prophylactics.”
Mark Skandler ’05
Joe Rano ’05

Unde Jesse and Rebecca
Danny’s camcorder to film
Tanner Girls Gone Wild.
(Hey, we have to pay for Nicky and Alex’s
college education somehow.)
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spread the word...

VAGINA
MONOLOGUES

Julie
New Orleans

P O W E R FU LHILARIOUS P R O V O C A TIV E

March 14th 7:00 pm
Feinstein Function Room
Starring PC students!!

Tickets will be on sale
Marth 11 - March 13

in Ray and
Lower Slavin $5

All proceeds go to the Rhode Island
Coalition Against Domestic Violence
SPONSORED BY THE

POLITICAL SCIENCE
DEPARTMENT &

WOMEN WILL

Come to a weekend of reflection,
relaxation, and direction...

Senior Retreat
April 6 ■ 7
Speakers include Fr. Elias, Dr.
Tkacik, and Dr. Gondreau
Sign up in the Chaplain's
Office today!!

MARCH 19
8 PM r64 HALL
ONLY $1

Sports
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The PC Scoreboard
Athletes of the Week
John Linehan
(Senior - Chester, Pa.)
Linehan had five steals in PC’s 81-65 loss against Miami
on Tuesday, Feb. 26, giving him the NCAA career steals
record with 378. He also established the Big East
single-season steals mark on Saturday, Feb. 23 with five
steals in the 69-64 loss against Virginia Tech. He now
has 75 steals in conference action this season.

Men’s Basketball
Overall Standings
BIG EAST “East” Division

Team
UConn
Miami
St. John’s
B.C.
Providence
Villanova
Virginia Tech

W
12
9
8
7
6
5
3

L
3
6
6
8
9
9
11

Jessica Simmonds

Pct.
.800
.600
.571
.467
.400
.357
.214

(Freshman - South Orange, N.J.)
Simmonds helped the Women’s Basketball team to a
1-1 record last week. In two games, Simmonds averaged
9.5 points, 8.0 rebounds, 1.5 assists, 1.5 blocked shots,
and 1.0 steals per game. On Feb. 23, Simmonds recorded
her third career double-double with 13 points and
10 rebounds in a 69-64 victory over Miami.

BIG EAST “West” Division
Team
Pittsburgh
Syracuse
Notre Dame
Rutgers
Georgetown
Seton Hall
West Virginia

W
12
9
9
8
7
5
1

L
3
5
5
6
7
10
13

Nicole Bartholomew

Pct.
.800
.643
.643
.571
.500
.333
.071

(Freshman - Rancho Santa Margarita, Calif.)
Bartholomew had a strong collegiate debut for the Friars on
Friday, Feb. 22, pitching 7.1 innings and allowing just
three hits and an unearned run in a 1-0 loss to Sacramento State.
In her second outing of the spring, she pitched five innings,
allowing seven hits and three runs while striking out seven
batters in a 3-1 defeat to Cal Poly Tech on Saturday, Feb. 23.

Women’s Basketball
Overall Standings

This Week’s Schedule
Team

BIG EAST Conference
Team
UConn
Notre Dame
BC
Villanova
Miami
Virginia Tech
Syracuse
Providence
Seton Hall
West Virginia
Rutgers
Georgetown
Pittsburgh
St. John’s

W
16
13
12
12
10
9
9
7
6
6
5
4
3
0

L
0
3
4
4
6
7
7
9
10
10
11
12
13
16

Pct.
1.000
.813
.750
.750
.625
.563
.563
.438
.375
.375
.313
.250
.188
.000

Fri

Sat

Sun

GP
22
22
22
22
22
22
23
22
23

Wed

Tues

Thurs

Men & Women @
ECAC/IC4A
Championships

Indoor
Track

Hockey
East
Toum.

@ UMass
Lowell
7:00 PM

Men’s
Hockey
Women’s
Hockey

@ Boston
College
2:00 PM

Men’s

@ Notre
Dame
4:00 PM

Basketball
Women’s
Basketball

vs. Boston
College
2:00 PM
Big East
Champ.
First Rd.

Big East
Champ.
Second Rd.

vs. Seton
Big East
Big East
Big East
Hall (BEC) Championship Championship Championship
2:00 PM
Second Rd.
Semifinals
Final

Softball

Women ’s Hockey Standings

Men’s Hockey Standings
Team
New Hampshire
Boston U. .
Maine
UMass-Lowell
Northeastern
Boston College
Providence
Merrimack
UMass-Amherst

Mon

Hockev East
W L T
3
15 4
15 5
2
4
13 5
3
10 9
10 10 2
1
10 11
8 12 3
15 2
5
3
18 2

Pts.
33
32
30
23
22
21
19
12
8

Overall
GP W L
32
23 6
32
23 7
34
19 9
32
18 11
34
17 14
34
18 14
35
13 17
32
10 20
33
8 23

T
3
2
6
3
3
2
5
2
2

Team
Niagara
Northeastern
New Hampshire
Providence
Maine
Connecticut
Boston College
Quinnipiac

GP
19
19
19
19
19
19
19
19

ECAC Eastern
W L T
17 2
0
15 4
0
10 6
3
10 6
3
7 10
2
7 11
1
4 12
3
0
0 19

Pts.
34
30
23
23
16
15
11
0

GP
30
30
32
32
32
32
29
29

Overall
W L
23 6
25 5
17 11
16 12
15 14
11 19
8 17
3 24

T
1
0
4
4
3
2
4
2
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PC heads to Jersey on hot streak
As the No. 8 seed, the Friars will
face No. 9 Seton Hall in the first
round of the Big East Tournament
by

Mary Allietta ’05

Sports Staff

Spring Break will not consist of fun
in the sun for the members of the
Providence College Women’s Basketball
team. Instead, the Friars will head down
to Rutgers University in Piscataway,
New Jersey to participate in the Big East
tournament. Providence, with its 7-9
conference record, is the eighth seed out
of the twelve teams invited to the
tournament. This is three slots higher
than where the Big East Conference
Preseason Poll predicted that the Friars
would finish. The poll, which was
conducted in October, picked the Friars
to finish 11th in the conference.
First up for the Friars is Seton Hall
University on Mar. 2 at 2:00. Last year,
the Friars defeated Seton Hall in the first
round of the tournament before a second
round loss to Rutgers. There is potential
for a repeat of last year’s performance
as the Friars enter the tournament having
won five out of their last seven games.
Their 67-61 victory against No. 21
ranked Virginia Tech on Feb. 13 is one
of the program’s biggest wins. Ten days
later, the Friars knocked off the fifth
place team in the Big East, Miami, 6967. Three days later, on Tuesday, Feb.
26, the Friars recorded their best
offensive effort of the season in a 91-77
beating of Pittsburgh.
“We are excited to go into the
postseason coming off of victories like
the Miami and Pittsburgh game,” said
senior captain Chrissy Vozab.
“Pittsburgh was our best execution of
offense all season. We are coming
together and are moving the ball better.
We are coming together as a team and
this is the best time to do it.”
“Pittsburgh was our best offensive
effort this season. Our rebounding
continues to remain solid,” said Head
Coach Jim Jabir.
Four Friars scored in the double
digits. Freshman Jessica Simmonds led
the Friars’s offense with a career-high
19 points. Simmonds also pulled down
seven rebounds. Sophomore Kristin
Quinn contributed a season-high 17
points and nine rebounds to the winning
effort. Graduate student Dani Trippany
and sophomore Ryann Kilgore each
scored 15 points, while Trippany added
eight rebounds. Senior Catrina HawleyStewart rounded out the Friars in double
digits with 10 points.

Who:

Women's Basketball

What:

Big East Conference Champ.

Where:

Rutgers University
Piscataway, N.J.

When: March 2-5,2002

Why:

If PC defeats Seton Hall in the
first round, they have the

pleasure to play No. 1 UConn
COVERAGE AT WWW.THECOWL.COM

“When we go to the tournament I
expect that we maintain intensity and
focus in our recent level of play,” said
Head Coach Jim Jabir.
This will be the second time this
season that the Friars face Seton Hall.
The first meeting was at Seton Hall on
Jan. 26. The Pirates defeated the Friars,
64-54. Dani Trippany led the Friars with
a team-high 15 points and seven
rebounds.
“This is a good match-up for us. We
feel like we did not play them to our
potential, it was the kind of game that
you want to get back,” said Vozab. “We
are a much better team now and we have
the opportunity to have another chance
to play Seton Hall to the best of our
abilities.”
“We did not play well at Seton Hall.
We had good looks, but either missed
shots or did not take shots,” said Coach
Jabir.
“In order to be successful, we have
to make some adjustments. The last time
we faced Seton Hall, its guards
penetrated out zone and Charlene
Thomas did a lot of damage,” said Coach
Jabir. Thomas finished the game with
21 points and a game-high nine
rebounds.
“We are a different team now. We
are more confident,” said Coach Jabir.
“I am pleased with the team’s effort and
the character of the players. We have
rebounded from losing to two very good
teams. Our defense is strong and
rebounding is solid. I hope that we play
well on the road and continue to
improve.”

Distance medley team
looks for NCAA bid
-Continued from page 29“At the Big East Championship meet
Kate was sick, so Emer had to run the
400 meter leg,” explained Treacy. “Now
that Kate is back and in good form, Emer
can now run the 800 meter leg, which
should shave off at least five seconds.
Roisin and Deirdre will also need strong
races in order to qualify for NCAA’s. We
have a lot of optimism going into this
weekend,” he said.
“Because of our time in the Big East
we are qualified for the fast heat of the
distance medley relay, which means
stronger competition,” added O’Shea.
“We are also going to be running on a
better track than at the Big East, so if
everybody runs to form we should be
able to qualify,” she noted.

While this is the main focus for the
Friars, there are four other team members
who have qualified and will run in
individual races this weekend.
Sophomore Lisa Cappello, freshman
Mary Cullen and senior Kathryn
Casserly will all be participating in the
3,000 meters, while junior Emily Tallen
is slated to run in the 5,000 meters.
Also joining Thorpe at the NCAA’s
will be McGettigan, who will be running
the mile.
“I have been getting good mileage,
workouts and races in before the
NCAA’s, so I will hopefully be able to
run well and make it to the finals. We’ll
see where it goes from there. I am also
looking forward to having our distance
medley team there as well because the
more people we have there, the more
support we get,” said McGettigan.

Michael Epstein and Ryann Kilgore (32) celebrate with Chrissy Vozab (3).

Better Ingredients - Better Pizza
FASTER DELIVERY

Welcome Back Friars!
353-7774
Free
pizza!
Buy any
XLG with
2+
toppings at
reg price,
get a small
cheese
pizza
FREE.

Only
$5.99!!!
Large
cheese
pizza!

2 Large
for $9.98
2 Large
Cheese
Pizzas

Only
$9.98

Free
Breadsticks!

Order 2
large piz
zas at reg
price, get a
free order
of
breadsticks

Use any Ronzio’s or Domino’s coupon and
get our great Pizza
We honor most competitor coupons
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Friars can’t turn lead
into gold in California
by

Paul Whitty ’03

Sports Staff

Providence College Softball kicked
off the 2002 season in California at the
University of California-Santa Barbara
Softball by the Beach Invitational this
past weekend. The Invitational included
some of the area.’s strongest college
softball programs that are consistently
ranked among the top 25 teams in the
country. The Friars lost all six of their
games, but they were playing teams of a
higher caliber than they are accustomed
to facing. This invitational was not on
last year’s schedule, but the more
difficult schedule is meant to help the
team prepare for and perform better
against Big East competition.
While some of the games were close,
the offense could not put up many runs
against the top level pitching. Over the
course of the weekend Providence was
outscored 39-4. They lost to Sacramento
State 1-0, Brigham Young 12-2, UC
Santa Barbara 13-0, Cal Poly Tech 3-1,
and Iowa State 10-1. In the Friars’
defense, it is important to recognize that
teams in warmer climates like California
were at an advantage over Providence,
because they had already played ten to
fifteen games this season. PC, on the
other hand, was playing its first games
of the season.
“Traditionally we have a weaker
schedule at the start of the season and
are not ready for Big East play,” said
Head Coach Dana Fulmer. “The trip was
a learning experience, and an
opportunity to see how we compare
against the best teams and some of the
best pitching. It was a chance to work
on our execution and practice aggressive
base running, which you need to have
against tough pitching.”
For the team to be successful, the
offense is going to have to start

contributing. In the first game of the
weekend, the Friars were no-hit against
Sacramento State. However, there were
some encouraging signs in California,
but they still have a long way to go.
Freshman shortstop and leadoff batter
Kalena Peterson had three hits over the
weekend, which tied her for the team
lead with junior Sarah Morin.
Nevertheless, when three hits over five
games leads the team, it is not a good
sign.
In addition, the team is comprised of
mostly underclassmen. The team has
seven freshmen, four sophomores, two
juniors, and no seniors. There is a
definite lack of experience, which will
probably translate to a lot of mistakes in
the beginning of the season. However,
mistakes due to inexperience should
decrease as the season progresses.
“We are a young team,” said
Peterson, “This weekend we were able
to see what we needed to work on, and
we also saw what our strengths were.”
“There were some freshman jitters
out there this weekend,” said Fulmer,
“Those errors can be attributed to youth,
and it is something we will improve upon
with more games under our belt.
Offensively, it was encouraging to see
that we were able to lay down some key
bunts, and every hitter was making
contact and having good at-bats. There
were not a lot of strike-outs.”
Another bright side to playing out in
California was that six of PC’s 13 players
are from the state. The players from
California had the rare treat of playing
in front of their family for what will
probably be the only time this season.
“My parents, grandparents, sister, and
cousins were all at the games,” said
freshman Nicole Bartholomew, who is
from Rancho Santa Margarita in
California. “It was great to have their
support.”

Bartholomew pitched PC’s first game
of the tournament against Sacramento
State, and must have drawn inspiration
from the support of her family because
she pitched seven shutout innings in her
college debut for the Lady Friars.
However, the PC offense was unable to
muster any base runners, so the score
was tied 0-0 after seven innings.
Unfortunately, Sacramento State
managed an unearned run in the first
extra inning to give them the win.
Bartholomew, however, had an
impressive start.
“Facing that level of competition was
a little intimidating,” admitted
Bartholomew. “I don’t think the
butterflies went away until the third
inning.”
“Nicole had the strongest effort of the
weekend for us,” said Fulmer. “She did
not pitch as strong as she could have,
which says a lot for her. She has a
tremendous amount of potential.”
“Our pitching staff overall is our
strongest asset,” said Fulmer, “[Junior]
Melissa Peterson, [sophomore] Cori Van
Dusen, and Bartholomew make up our
pitching staff. All three of them could
be counted on to pitch any game this
year.”
Looking ahead, PC softball’s next
games are in Florida over spring break.
The games start on Mar. 4 and end on
Mar. 10. In Florida, PC will be playing
top-ranked teams like Florida State and
UMass.
“We are hoping to come out strong
in Florida,” said Bartholomew, “After
facing some of the best competition in
California, everything from here on out
will seem a little easier.”
The Friars have plenty of time to
prepare and improve before their first
Big East game, which is not until Mar.
24 against Virginia Tech.

Senior night ends with 4-2 loss
-Continued from page 31Omicioli, collided with the
West Warwick native,
knocking the net off of its
supports just as the puck
slipped under the pads of
Fields. The red light went off
signaling a good goal, but
referee Jeff Bunyan apparently
whistled the play dead and
waved off the goal. The
Providence bench argued
vehemently after the call, but
to no avail.
“I believe that it was a goal,
no question,” stated a dejected
Pooley after the game. “[BU]
came out on fire, but we
weathered the storm and we
should have tied it up.”
The no-goal call clearly
took the wind out of the Friars’
sails, as PC would not find the
back of the net for the
remainder of the game.
BU put the game out of
reach in the third period when
they added two more goals,
including the second of the
game by sophomore Frantisek
Skladany.
PC netminder Nolan
Schaefer notched his fifth 40plus save game of the season,
finishing with 42 stops. The
Friars’ record in those games
is 0-3-2.
On Saturday, seniors Matt
Curran, Marc Suderman, and
Omicioli were honored before

PETE JOHNSON -03/The Cowl

Nolan Scahefer is 0-3-2 when he saves over 40 shots.
the game as part of the Senior mark of the third period to
Night festivities. The Friars knot the score at two, junior
had hoped to send off their John Sabo deflated the Friars
departing seniors with one as he scored a short-handed
more victory at Schneider goal to put the Terriers up 3-2
Arena, but unfortunately, it just 2:15 after McConnell had
was another third period scored the equalizer.
“It’s always more of a let
collapse that did the Friars in.
The Friars led 2-1 after the down when you give up one
second intermission, thanks to shorthanded, but as the way
second period goals by we were going tonight, it
Omicioli and junior co didn’t phase us in the sense
captain Jon DiSalvatore. But that we could get two more to
once again, the Friars faltered win the game or one to send
down the stretch as the it into overtime,” said
Terriers scored three times in Suderman after the game.
BU senior Mike Pandolfo
the game’s final 12 minutes to
skate away with a 4-2 victory. capped off the comeback for
After freshman Brian the Terriers when he scored an
McConnell scored at the 8:20 empty net goal with 32

seconds remaining in the
game.
Schaefer was once
again solid for the Friars in
between
the
pipes,
finishing with 32 saves, but
his effort once again went
all for not as the Friars
continue to let opposing
teams pound Schaefer with
shots.
“It‘s pretty tough to be
up again and lose it in the
third,” stated junior co
captain Devin Rask.
“We’ve just got to bring
things together for the
playoffs.”
With consecutive loses
to BU, the Friars are now
0-4-2 in their last six
games, their last win
coming on Feb. 2 at
UMass-Amherst.
The Friars have one
remaining game in the
regular season on Friday
Mar. 1 when the travel to
Tsongas Arena to take on
Lowell. Both teams have
met twice this season, with
the River Hawks winning
back in October and
coming back to force a 3-3
tie on Feb. 8. The Friars
will then head to the
Hockey East playoffs the
first week of March where
they have the capability to
be a factor - but not if they
play like they have for the
majority of the season.

B&W:
Officials
forced
Linehan’s
hand in
record
-Continued from back pagerecord was tied at 376.
Naturally, anticipation began to
build in The Dunkin Donuts Center fans didn’t know how Linehan got
three steals, but they sure wanted to
see him get one more.
That didn’t seem to happen. That
is, until the half had ended, when right
on cue, the PA announcer told the
crowd that Linehan had broken the
record with his fourth steal of the
night. Those who heard the
announcement over the band cheered
for Linehan, but the senior point guard
didn’t acknowledge the praise.
He was already in the locker room.
Supposedly, a ball tipped away
from Miami’s Rafael Berumen at 1:37
by both Linehan and Mills, and
recovered by Mills, was labeled a steal
for Linehan. In fact, one Providence
College official said after the half that
the steal was originally awarded to
Mills, but then changed after the fact.
The most common exchange the
rest of the game?
“Did you see four steals?”
“Four? I didn’t even see two.”
Linehan finished with five steals on
the night of his final curtain call at The
Dunk. His fifth was a definite steal in
the second half on Miami’s John
Salmons, again as the Hurricanes were
in their half-court set - and up by 15.
In February 1998, UConn Lady
Husky phenom Nykesha Sales was
allowed to break UConn’s all-time
scoring mark, at the beginning of the
game, while wearing a leg cast from a
ruptured Achilles’ tendon. Villanova,
UConn’s opponents, allowed Sales to
score and, in exchange, were allowed a
freebie of their own to even things up.
A record broken, but under false
pretenses.
In December of this past year,
controversy arose when Brett Favre
looked to take a dive to allow N.Y.
Giants’ Michael Strahan to break the
NFL single-sack record. Favre denies
he deliberately served himself up for
Strahan to feast upon - but
nonetheless, Strahan’s record too will
be tainted.
We will look back at John Linehan
and remember that he was one of the
greatest to ever wear a Providence
College uniform. We will look in the
record books and sit back in wonder
ment at his near 400 career steals.
Personally, however, I will always
wonder if I actually witnessed the steal
that broke the record - or if spectators
at Notre Dame this Saturday will have
that pleasure.
There is no doubt in my mind that
Linehan deserves and would have
eventually achieved the tremendous
accomplishment that he did Tuesday
night. However, I wish he could have
earned those steals without help from
nameless officials. Linehan should
have been allowed to get his record on
his own terms - but the envelope had
to be pushed. In the end, he was
hustled out of breaking a record in a
way we could all remember. A play
that, looking back, we could all say,
“That was The Steal.”
And that is a shame.
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Track season heads for final races
IC4A and ECAC Championships are
Friars’ last chance to qualify for NCAA ’s
by

Philippe Carson ’04

Sports Staff

After taking last week off by
not participating the New
England Championships, both
the Men’s and Women’s Track
teams are well rested, focused
and optimistic about their
respective meets this weekend.
The Men are scheduled to run
at the IC4A Conference
Championships, while the
Women will run at the ECAC
Championships - both to be
held at the Reggie Lewis Center
in Roxbury, Mass.
The IC4A’s will feature
those male competitors who
eclipsed successful qualifying
times throughout the season,
and now look to test their skill
against some of the top runners
in the country.
Senior Hamish Thorpe, who
will compete in the mile along
with freshman teammate Liam
Reale, will lead the Men at the
IC4A’s. Both talented runners
are looking for faster times to
make it into the finals with a
chance at the conference title.
“Both Hamish and Liam are
excellent runners and will be
competing against strong
competition,” said Head Coach
Ray Treacy. “Liam is looking
to run faster in order to drop his
time down a few seconds, while
Hamish is the favorite to win the
mile.”

As a freshman, this will be
Reale’s first taste of a
championship race the likes of
the IC4A’s.
“My main goal is to run a
fast time in the mile and
hopefully qualify for the finals,
even though there will be stiff
competition,” said Reale.
Throughout the season the
Men’s team had several other
qualifiers for the IC4A’s this
weekend. Freshmen Dylan
Wykes and Pat Guidera have
both run well throughout the
season, and will run in the 3,000
meters at the Championships
this weekend.
Another pair of runners who
earned the right to compete in
the IC4A’s is the tandem of
junior Tyler McCabe and
freshman Patrick Moulton, both
who will be competing in the
5,000 meters.
Unless another runner from
PC steps up, Thorpe will be the
only male representative at the
NCAA’s for the Friars, where he
will run his specialty - the 3,000
meters.
“The 3,000 meters in the
NCAA’s is an extremely
competitive race because there
are 15 guys on the line who are
all close in times,” explained
Treacy. “Hamish has been
running shorter distances over
the past few meets to keep him
rested, which should benefit
him. We are expecting great

In order for us to
qualify, we need a
fast start from
Deirdre to put us in a
top position. Then
everybody else has to
run their fastest.

Roisin McGettigan
results from him,” he said.
The Women’s team will go
into their meet the ECAC
Championships with a different
agenda than the Men’s team.
The main goal of the Women’s
Track team is to qualify its
distance medley team for the
NCAA Championships.
The distance medley team is
comprised of freshman Deirdre
Bryne, who will run the 1,200
meter leg; junior Emer O’Shea,
who will run the 800 meter leg
of the relay; junior Roisin
McGettigan, who will be
running the mile leg; and senior
Kate Gall, who will run the 400
meter leg.
“In order for us to qualify,
we need a fast start from
Deirdre to put us in a top
position. Then everybody else
has to run their fastest,” said
McGettigan. “Hopefully I will

TOM MAGUIRE/PC Sports Info.

Emer O’Shea runs the 800m leg of the distance medley relay.
have someone who can East Championships. The
challenge me, but if not I will addition of Kate Gall will help
just put my head down and drive out quite a bit in the bid to get
for home,” she said.
the distance medley team
The lineup for the distance qualified.
medley relay is different from
Distance, page 27
the one which ran at the Big
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Slow start leaves PC without win
-Continued from back page-

We just need to

as well as the rest of the
freshman class,” said Deraney.
“They’re starting to come of
age, and it is crucial to keep up
this team atmosphere and team
contributions throughout the
playoffs. It is vital to our
success for a league champ
ionship.”
By tying the game, it
appeared that the momentum
was swinging the Friars’s way,
but they were simply unable to
finish up the game.
“We thought we could do it
and in the third period we just
lost it,” said Zimmerman. “It
wasn’t a lack of heart; it just
didn’t work out for us. UNH
just did the little things that we
couldn’t do.”
UNH’s Janine Goulet scored
what would prove to be the
game-winning goal at the 6:54
mark of the third period. Ten
minutes later, Goulet topped off
the Wildcats’s victory with
another goal to erase any chance
ofanother Friar comeback. The
Friars fired off 12 shots on goal
in the final period, but could not
capitalize on any more
opportunities.
“We didn’t rise to the
occasion,” said Zimmerman.

realize what’s at
stake as an entire
team. We have so
much talent as a team
that we need to take
advantage of that.
We know we can do
it. We ’re just
waiting to prove it.

Rush Zimmerman

BRIAN ERLAND '04/Verilas

Jenn Butsch congratulates goalie Amy Quinlan last weekend.
“We couldn’t figure out exactly
what we did wrong except for
the fact that we didn’t follow
through when we needed to in
the end.”
The Friars also fell behind
early in Friday’s game at

Schneider Arena. They did not
get things started until the 7:11
mark of the second period when
freshman Ashley Payton forced
the puck into the goal during a
power play
advantage.
Zimmerman was credited with

Follow PC Basketball and
Hockey over spring break!
go to

www.thecowl.com
for complete Friars coverage

the assist. Just 14 seconds later,
Culgin tied the game with a
well-placed rebound shot.
Greaves and sophomore Sarah
Youlen recorded the assists.
Neither team was able to
find the back of the net in the
final period despite some
legitimate scoring opportunities
for the Friars. They have been
struggling with finishing their
plays all season long.
“I think the hard part is
getting the opportunities, and
we’re doing that,” said Deraney.
“Now we just have to put the
finishing touches on all our hard
work. We’re working so hard
to get good opportunities and
we’re just not finishing them.”
“We were undoubtedly the
better team,” said Zimmerman.
“We dominated the game on
Friday and we just couldn’t get
the puck in the net. We didn’t
get enough shots off.”
Despite the lackluster results
against UNH, the Friars are
optimistic about their playoff

chances.
“We know how strong we
can be so I think we’re all really
confident going into this
weekend,” said Zimmerman.
“There’s definitely a lot
more confidence on our bench,
which is a drastic change from
the beginning of the year,”
agreed Deraney.
Heading into the final
weekend of regular season
ECAC action tied with UNH,
the Friars will need to win both
games of their two-game series
against Boston College. The
Wildcats will be taking on a
much tougher Northeastern
team to finish out their season,
so the chance for a higher
playoff seed is not out of reach
for PC.
Regardless, the Friars have
secured home ice advantage and
will be hosting the first round
of their playoff run on Saturday,
Mar. 9 against either Maine or
Connecticut at 2 p.m. in
Schneider Arena. The Friars are
not too concerned about who
they will be playing; they just
want to play well.
“We just need to realize
what’s at stake as an entire team.
We have so much talent as a
team that we need to take
advantage of that,” said
Zimmerman. “We know we can
do it. We’re just waiting to
prove it.”

CLASSIFIEDS
Spring Break/
Apartments For Rent

Apartments for Rent

Earn $$/ Adoption

Summer Employment

A FREE SPRING BREAK!

-TWO APARTMENTS
AVAILABLE!!-

*SPORTS TEAMS*
*CLUBS* STUDENT
GROUPS*

SUMMER FUN ON CAPE
COD!

Hottest Destinations/ Parties!
Lowest Prices Guaranteed!
Best Airlines/ Hotels!
Free Booze/ Food!
2 Free Trips on 15 Sales.
Earn Cash! Group Discounts!
Book online
www.sunsplashtours.com
1-800-426-7710
* APARTMENTS FOR RENT *

95 Oakland Ave - Very nice
building 3 apartments starting
May 2002. 2 and 3 bedrooms,
Heat included, laundry in
basement, lots of parking $650 /
$950. Call Immediately! Brian
617-797-2898.

14 Eaton St. 1-3 bedrooms, 6 to
tal rooms, parking and deck.
Large living room & kitchen.
Apartment comes with stove, re
frigerator, and dishwasher. Lease
term: 6/1/02 - 5/31/03; $900.00
per month. Last & Security re
quired at lease signing. Both
apartments are exactly the same.
Contact Dan @ 617-331-7222 to
set up an appointment to see apart
ments.
Read The Cowl online:

wwv.tkecowl.com

Earn $1000-$2000, with the easy
Campusfundraiser.com three hour
fundraising event. Does not in
volve credit card applications.
Fundraising dates are filling
quickly, so call today! Contact
Campusfundraiser.com at (888)
923-3238,
or
visit
www.campusfundraiser.com

ADOPTION Young, loving,
happily
married
couple
interesting in adopting a baby.
Please call Matt and Robin
1-800-484-6411 Pin#6463.

The Wychmere harbor Beach
Club is conducting interviews on
our property for all our summer
employment opportunities
March 7, 8, 9, & 21, 22, 23.
Interviewing for Wait Staff, Bus
Staff, Culinary Staff, Lifeguards,
and more! On-site housing
available.
Check out our website at
www.wychmereharbor.com &
call Amy at (508)432-1 OOOx 129
for details.

Advertise here!!
Contact:
thecowl @ providence.edu
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BU peppers Schaefer, Friars
Pair of weekend losses sends
PC on the road for playoffs
bv

Brendan McGair ’03

Sports Staff

After dropping a pair of
games this past weekend against
No. 6 Boston University, the
Providence College Men’s
Hockey team knows at least
this: there will be no more home
games this year. No playoff
hockey at Schneider Arena.
The Friars currently stand in
seventh place in the Hockey
East Conference with 19 points
and trail Boston College by just
two points. The Eagles were
able to leap frog past the Friars
in the standings after sweeping
two games from Northeastern
this past weekend.
However, where the Friars
will be playing in the Hockey
East quarterfinals has yet to be
determined. As of Tuesday, the
Friars would be facing off
against BU, who currently
stands as the No. 2 seed in the
Hockey East and trails New
Hampshire by just a single point
for the top seed in the playoffs.
If this is the case, it will be
the second consecutive year that
the Friars and the Terriers meet
in the quarterfinals. Last season,
both schools staged a dramatic
series, with the Friars prevailing
in a double overtime victory in
the deciding game.

Another possible site for the
Friars would be a match-up with
the University of Maine, an
extremely arduous task for the
Friars, considering that PC has
not won at Orono Arena since
1989.
The best seed the Friars can
earn is sixth, but in order for that
to happen, the Friars would
have to win Friday at UMassLowell and hope that BC loses
to New Hampshire on the final
day of the regular season.
Wherever the Friars end up
traveling, they have to win at
least two of a possible three
games if PC intends on making
a return trip to the Fleet Center
for the Hockey East Semifinals
and Finals. Despite the
inconsistent play of the team for
the majority of the season, the
Friars are still capable of getting
hot come playoff time, giving
the talent that this team
possesses.
“We’ve got two weeks for
the playoffs,” stated Head
Coach Paul Pooley after
Saturday’s game. “We have to
just keep working on some
things and keep fighting.”
Whenever the Terriers and
the Friars get together for a
Hockey East match-up, there
always seems to be controversy
that follows. Friday’s game was

Who:

Men’s Hockey

What: Hockey East Champ.
Tournament

Where: campus sites/Fleet
Center - Boston, Mass.

When:

Why:

March 7-10,2002
March 15-16,2002

After being ranked
preseason No. 1, PC
could go into the Hockey
East Tourney as No. 7

COVERAGE AT WWW.THECOWL.COM

no exception as a questionable
no goal call deflated the Friars
and allowed the Terriers to skate
away with a 5-2 victory.
After being outplayed and
trailing 3-1 after the first period,
the Friars came out surging in
the second period, giving BU all
that they could handle.
Junior Doug Wright brought
the Friars to within a goal 3-2,
when he converted a feed from
senior Peter Fregoe 3:27 into the
second period. Wright’s goal
seemed to give the Friars new
life as PC attacked the net in the
hope of equaling the score at
three. But that is when the
controversy ensued.
At the 7:51 mark of the
second period, senior Drew

PETE JOHNSON ’0.VThe Cowl

The Boston University Terriers swept the Providence
College Friars this past weekend, 5-2 and 4-2.
Omicioli, who had just stepped game-tying goal.
out of the penalty box, took a
BU defenseman Ray
cross-ice feed from sophomore Whitney, in close persuit of
Regan Kelly and beat BU
Senior night, page 28
goaltender Sean Fields for the

Friars must win to see postseason
-Continued from back pagetravel to South Bend, Ind. to
take on Notre Dame Saturday.
Not only are they playing for
pride, but a loss at Notre Dame
could mean no postseason
tournament for the second time
in Head Coach Tim Welsh’s
four year tenure.
An NIT berth was all but
assumed after the Friars win at
home against Villanova last
week, but losses to Miami and
Virginia Tech have put those
plans in jeopardy. If the Friars
were to lose to Notre Dame, and
their first round game in the Big
East tournament, they would
finish the season 15-16 and
would be ineligible for
postseason play. The NIT has
expanded to 40 teams this year,
so even if the Friars were to
manage only a 16-15 record, it’s
probable that they would be
invited, in large part due to
Linehan’s presence.
The Friars being outmuscled by a fairly soft Miami
team does not bode well for the
team going into Notre Dame
(19-8, 9-5 Big East). Irish
senior Ryan Humphrey is one
of the finest post men in the
league, if not the entire country,
and he’s averaging a double
double this year (18.4 PPG, 10.4
RPG).
Following will be the Big
East tournament at Madison Sq.
Garden, which starts on
Wednesday, Mar. 6. With just
one conference game remaining
for the Friars, first-round
possibilities still abound. A win
Saturday secures the fifth seed

...

.

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

Linehan was just 2-of-8 from the field Tuesday night,
for PC. As a fifth seed, PC
This season has undoubtedly
would likely face Rutgers (18- been a disappointment, but
9, 8-6 Big East), a team they
maybe most disheartening was
handled rather easily at home the constant tease of the Friars’
earlier this season. A loss, and potential. The team played
at least one Villanova win, and without junior forward Rome
the Friars would fall to the sixth Augustin for most of the season,
seed in the East. A sixth seed and Laksa was mostly
would most likely mean a ineffective due to injury. That
rematch with Notre Dame.
considered, the Friars still
The chance, however slight, looked good enough to play
does exist that the team could with the best in the league, and
make a run and win the Big East did on some nights. In the end,
tournament. A year ago, it was a lack of consistency on
Pittsburgh was in a similar the defensive end, and perhaps
position as PC and made a run a lack of firepower offensively,
all the way to the final before that doomed the team to a
losing to BC. The Friars are as season of ups and downs.
talented as that Pitt team, and
Linehan entered the NCAA
the Big East may be more record book in 2002, and he
evenly matched this season, so may well take home the
the possibility is present. But at National and Big East
this point in the season, with Defensive Player of the Year
Abdul Mills and sophomore award this season, and both
Maris Laksa hurting, and the honors would be well earned.
team itself struggling, such a He entered into the national
conscience last year when he
run seems unlikely.

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

PC must finish above .500 to
led the Friars from nowhere to
the top of the Big East
conference. It’s unfortunate that
his chances of returning to the
national stage in the NCAA
Tournament are now very slim.
“It’s amazing what he did
here. I knew he could do it;

be eligible for postseason play,
John is the man. He’s 5’9” and
he’s an inspiration to everybody.
It’s been a privilege to be able
to watch him play. We’re
definitely going to miss him,”
said Augustin, who probably
could have been speaking for
everyone Tuesday night.

sports
Hustled
out of a
record
Looks like I’ll be the one to
rain on the John Linehan parade.
The official results from
Providence’s 81 -65 loss Tuesday
night to Miami will show that PC
senior John Linehan recorded five
steals, enough to give him 378 in
his career and make him the
NCAA’s career steals leader,
surpassing former Friar great Eric
Murdock in the record books.
I, however, attended the game
Tuesday night - a night that
celebrated Linehan and senior
walk-on Brian Schnurr in their
final home game of their careers and I did not
see Linehan
make five
steals.
In fact,
I’m not sure I
saw three - and that was only
good enough to tie the record.
In what is becoming a
depressing trend in sports these
days, Linehan fell victim to
officials who wanted so bad to see
him break the steals record that
instead of letting him earn it the
way he had earned his previous
373 steals, they handed him the
record. Tipped away, loose balls
which had been ignored all season
were suddenly turned into steals
for No. 12.
Face it. The scene was set
perfectly. John Linehan’s final
home game as a Friar. National
ESPN audience. Only four steals
needed, when Linehan had
averaged over 4.5 steals a game
this season. It was all but a sure
thing - yet PC forced its hand.
Linehan’s first steal came at
the 17 minute mark of the first
half, a clean pick of Hurricane
center Elton Tyler as Miami had
began to fall into its half-court
offense. Steal number 374.
Yet the first half rolled on for
the next 12 minutes or so without
a steal from Linehan. Fans,
students and media alike all were
getting restless. So were the
Friars, who at that point were
down by 11,33-22.
When a media time-out was
called with 3:36 left in the halfsuddenly Linehan had three
steals, enough to tie the record.
Apparently John has taken his
game to a new level, I thought.
He could now record steals
without even stealing the ball!
Did you miss it? So did I.
Apparently, with 5:22
remaining in the half, a ball
tipped away by Linehan from
Tyler was picked up by freshman
Ryan Gomes after it had rolled to
his feet. Chalk it up; steal
number 375 for Linehan.
A minute later, at 4:27,
pressure by Linehan on Miami
standout Darius Rice caused the
ball to become loose, where it
was subsequently picked up and,
a second later, turned over again
by sophomore Leland Anderson.
Believe it or not, Mr. Ripley: the
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No. 12 takes final bow
“It’s amazing what he did here. I knew he
could do it; John is the man. He’s an
inspiration to everybody. It’s been a
privilege to be able to watch him play, and
we’re definitely going to miss him.”
Romuald Augustin
by

Chris Dankberg ’03

Sports Staff

Senior John Linehan
called his NCAA record
breaking
377,h
steal
bittersweet. He could have
been talking about the 81-65
loss to Miami, the Friars 6-9
conference record, or a
record-breaking steal that was
met with mostly blank stares
and confused looks. It took
several minutes for the crowd
to be notified that Linehan’s
recovery of an errant
inbounds pass was indeed the
record breaker.
“It’s always bittersweet to
set a record but not get the
win,” Linehan said. “I’m
happy with the record. It’s an
achievement I’ll be able to
look back on, but getting a
win is what’s important to me
now.”
It was a big moment for
Linehan and the school.
Appropriately, the game was
televised nationally on
ESPN2. The Friars mid
season push has resulted in a
late-season fade, and America
got to see the Friars punished
physically by a team
considered to be among the
softest, as well as one of the

Who: Men’s Basketball
What: Big East Conference
Championship

Where:

When:
Why:

Madison Sq. Garden
New York, NY

March 6-9, 2002

Unless the Friars win a
few games, it could be

PC’s last appearance
of the year
COVERAGE AT WWW.THECOWL.COM

most talented, in the Big East.
“They were pretty soft on
defense, but we just couldn’t get
any sort of offensive going,” said
freshman Rob Sanders, who had
the unenviable task of trying to
stop Miami sophomore Darius
Rice most of the night. Rice
finished with 30 points, his
second 30-point effort against
PC this season.
Despite Linehan’s five steals,
the defensive performance was
largely uninspired, and it’s a
problem that has plagued the

John Linehan was honored on senior night Tuesday.
His five steals broke the NCAA career steals record.
Friars all season. Without a to pressure the ball as best as
strong defensive effort, the I can,” said Linehan after the
team simply cannot get going game.
offensively.
The season is not over yet,
“I didn’t know when I’d however. The team gets
gotten the last [number 377] another shot at redemption on
steal. I’m not trying to go out national television as they
and get the steals. It’s sort of a
Friars, page 31
product of the way I play, I try

Friars gear up for playoffs
Final weekend will determine PC’s playoff opponent
by Virginia

Cheng ’03

Asst. Sports Editor

The Women’s Hockey
team was down 2-0 twice last
weekend in ECAC action
against the University of New
Hampshire and twice the
Friars
battled
back.
Unfortunately, both come
backs came up short. The
Friars were unable to surpass
the Wildcats in either game,
tying 2-2 on Friday and losing
4-2 on Saturday. The Friars
are now tied for third place
with the Wildcats in the
ECAC standings.
In Saturday’s game, the
Friars traveled to Durham,
N.H. and played on the larger
ice surface of the Whittemore
Center. The Friars were
unable to adjust quickly to the
size of the arena and fell
behind early in the game.
“We were outplayed,” said
Head Coach Bob Deraney. “I
think they managed that big
surface a lot better than we
did. They’re very com-

HOCKEY

Who:
What:

Women's Hockey
ECAC Championship
Tournament

Where: Schneider Arena/
campus sites

When: March

9-10, 2002
March 16-17,2002

Why: PC

sets their sights on
Frozen Four by winning

the ECAC Title
COVERAGE AT WWW.THECOWL.COM
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Danielle Culgin, seen here against UConn, had one goal and
one assist last weekend against UNH.
fortable playing in that big rink.” advantage to cut UNH’s lead in
After falling behind 2-0 at the half. Juniors Jenn Butsch and
5:25 mark in the second period, Danielle Culgin recorded the
the Friars finally struck back less assists on the goal.
than two minutes later.
Five minutes later, it was
Freshman Hilary Greaves another freshman that put the
capitalized on a power play Friars back in the game on

another
power
play
advantage. Rush Zimmer
man found the back of the net
at the 12:24 mark off of an
assist by sophomore Darlene
Stephenson.
“I think Rush has really
started to come on as of late,
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